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Issue Number Two of Eiserne Kreuz is out now!

Issue No. 1 was a success and was very well received by you, the readers. The number of emails and comments
we received in response to the first issue led us to quickly decide to continue. Although the process has taken
a long time - longer than expected - issue No. 2 is finally here.

The articles in this issue stand out somewhat, both in terms of the number of contributors and their thematic
focus. I would like to emphasize that at the end of this issue you will find the email addresses of the various
authors. Please feel free to contact them if you know that you possess material that might be of interest to
them. By doing so, they will know that the effort put into writing these articles was worthwhile. This issue
offers a diverse range of material: an in-depth study of the obscure SS-Bataillon “Niirnberg”, detailed
biographical articles on Kurt Wahl and Bruno Wille, and a closer look at the structure of SS training and
educational institutions. We also continue the fascinating story of Erich Olboeter, and delve into Germany’s
legal reckoning with the perpetrators of the Holocaust after the Second World War. We are confident that each
reader will find plenty to discover and reflect upon.

If you have a subject that interests you and one in which you know you possess considerable knowledge, why
not write an article and have it published in Eiserne Kreuz? Or perhaps you have a topic that interests you but
about which you would like to learn more—get in touch with us. Our goal is to give you, the readers, an
experience that may stand out from the usual literature on the SS and the Waffen-SS.

Until then—take care, and all the best!

Georg Schwab
Responsible publisher and editor
Uppsala / Sweden - January 2026
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SS-Stubaf. Kurt Wahl

The Military Career and Fate of SS-Stubaf Kurt Wahl

Kurt Wahl was born in Meiningen on August 20,
1914. After attending elementary school, he com-
pleted his education at a gymnasium and obtained
his Abitur in 1933. On October 1, 1934, Wahl
joined the SS-Verfiigungstruppe. Initially, he was as-
signed to an SS-Totenkopf unit, where he served
between April 1, 1935, and February 1, 1936. He
then attended an officer course at the SS-Junker-
schulen Braunschweig. During this course, he was
promoted to SS-Standartenjunker on November 9,
1935. Later, he attended platoon commander train-
ing in Dachau from February 10, to April 1, 1936.
On February 25, 1936, he was promoted to SS-
Standartenoberjunker.

After completing the course and subsequently a
platoon leader course, he was promoted to SS-Ustuf.
on April 20, 1936, and transferred to the 13./S8S-
Standarte "Germania" in Braunschweig. Later he
was transferred to the Schutzpolizei, where he served
as a lieutenant in the Braunschweig Schutzpolizei
Command from May 1, 1937. On November 9,
1938, he was promoted to SS-Ostuf. and Oberleut-
nant of the Schutzpolizei. After serving in the staff
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of the SS-Personalhauptamt under SS-Ostubaf. Olt,
he was assigned to the newly established SS-Polizei-
Division in the autumn of 1939, where he took
command of a replacement Kp. which was deployed
in Poland. For his actions, he was awarded the War
Merit Cross 2nd Class with Swords on December 1,
1939. His unit later participated in the Norwegian
campaign starting in April 1940.

At the beginning of the “Barbarossa” operation in
1941 he led the 13.(Infanterie Geschuetz Ersatz)
Kp./ SS-Polizei Schuetzen Rgt. in battles in the
northern part of the Soviet Union. For his exem-
plary service, he was awarded the Iron Cross 2nd
Class on September 1, 1941, and received the
Wound Badge in Black on His further engagements
on the Eastern Front were honored with the Iron
Cross 1st Class in April 1942. That same month,
Wahl became the Kdr. of the 13. (I.G.) Kp./ SS-In-
fantry Rgt. (Motorized) "Deutschland. On Novem-
ber 9, 1942, he was promoted to SS-Hstuf. Histor-
ian Peter Mooney assumes that the addition of the
Eastern Front Medal was made during 1942, though
no exact award date was listed.




During the heavy combat during III Battle for
Kharkiw, while commanding the 13 Kp., he received
an order from the Rgt. Kdr. SS-Ostubaf. Heinz

Harmel on February 22, 1943, to clear a small set-
tlement in the Zeitsewo near Ssinelnikowo of Soviet
forces. However, he did not find the enemy there
and instead established a defensive position in the
sector with his company. At that time “Das Reich”
received orders to block the Pavlograd-Ssinelnikowo
line. These forces include 13 Kp. came under a heavy
attack from the Soviet troops including tanks and
cavalry

During this attack Wahl destroyed a Soviet tank
in close combat. For this action, he received the
Tank Destruction Badge on March 1, 1943. On
March 12, Wahl was appointed on the staff as an
Adjutant of the renamed SS-Pz.Gren. Rgt.
"Deutschland” after SS-Hstuf. Rolf Diercks was
severely wounded. He remained in this position un-
til October 1943.

The regiment then advanced under the command
of §§-Ostubaf. Harmel, reaching the Bilgorod-Don-
ets region. It took part in the battle of the Kursk Sa-
lient in July 1943 (Operation “Zitadelle”), where it
was deployed on the right wing of the II SS-Pz.
Corps. After the battle ended, the unit moved to the
Mius River, where it had to repel enemy bridgeheads
in the Stepanivka area with heavy fighting. After
suffering losses, the regiment had to retreat from
Kharkiw in early August, establishing a defensive

SS-Hstuf. Wahl (right) with SS-Ostubaf. Heinz
Harmel (left) during III Battle for Kharkiw, February
1943

Wahl as Leutnant of the Schutzpolizei
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line near Bogodukhiv. A Soviet breakthrough forced
further retreats to the Dnieper defensive positions.
Subsequently, he took on the role of battery chief
in the SS-Pz.Art. Rgt 2 from October 1943. During
this time, he suffered his second serious injury. After
recovering, he served as a Rgt. Adjutant from March
10, 1944, in the newly formed 17.SS-Pz.Gren. Divi-
sion "Gotz von Berlichingen" (which had been es-
tablished in Western France in November 1943)
within its S§-Pz.Gren. Rgt. 38 which had been un-
der the command of SS-Stubaf. Heinz Horstman.
Wahl during training of SS-Pz.Gren.Rgt 38 in
France during spring 1944 After the Allied invasion
of June 6 (“Overlord” operation), 1944, “Gotz von

Berlichingen”, under the command of SS-Brif.
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Above: Wahl is practicing shooting with
a sniper rifle, already decorated with a
tank destruction badge, while Harmel is
trying to distract him. The photo was
taken just before Operation “Zitadelle”.

Left: SS-Ostubaf. Harmel with SS-
Hstuf. Hans Bissinger (Kdr. II/’D”) and
SS-Hstuf. Kurt Wahl in 1942

!
g (K

Werner Ostendorff was the second SS division to
enter combat in Normandy, facing American forces.
In their Saumur area locations, the soldiers of this
unit witnessed a significant increase in the enemy
aerial attacks against key objectives, such as bridges
and railways. As the first few hours of June 6 unfol-
ded, the radio reports increased, which gave a clear
view that a significant enemy operation was under-
way off the Calvados coast. With that in mind, Os-
tendorff issued the orders for all formations to pre-
pare to march. A 175-mile advance through Laval
and Vire was undertaken and by the afternoon of
June 8th, lead elements were in the Tessay-zur-Vire
area, around 10 miles south of Saint-Lo. Along the
way, the troops were subjected to intense air raids,




Wahl together with SS-Untersturmfiihrer Briegel, shortly

after his promotion to SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer, 1942.

suffered their first losses, and could only move at
night. By the evening of June 11, the main elements
of the division had reached Périers, southwest of
Carentan.

Carentan had been evacuated by Fallschirmjiger
troops on June 12, but with the increasing strength
of the arriving units of “GvB”, they were ordered to
recapture that objective. Ostendorff planned an
offensive against the enemy bridgehead. However,

Ceremonial formation o

SS-Pz.Gren.Rgt.“Deutschland” in the Stepanivka area.
From right: SS-Stubaf Bissinger, SS-Staf Harmel, and
‘Wahl, September 1943

Allied reconnaissance had discovered the attack in
advance, allowing the Americans to prepare. As a
result, around 1,000 soldiers were lost. On June 16,
SS-Brif. Ostendorff was badly wounded and had to
be evacuated, to be operated on; he was replaced by
SS-Staf. Otto Baum, two days later. After the failed
assault, the SS troops switched to defense, stub-
bornly holding their positions and preventing the
Americans from gaining further ground.




SS-Brif. Werner Ostendorff mit Oberst Friedrich August
Freiherr von der Heydte, Kdr. of Fallschirmjiager-Rgt.6

Their situation changed on July 6, when the
Americans made a push for Sainteny (main Car-
entan to Periers road); over the next 20 days, the
fighting ebbed and flowed and heavy losses mounted
for both sides of that fight. The lead elements of the
2.SS-Pz. Division “Das Reich” arrived there in the
evening. The SS-Pz.Gren. Rgt. 38 bore the brunt of
this enemy pressure and during this fight Kurt Wahl
distinguished himself.

Wahl took over as acting leader of the II Bat-
talion, replacing the injured SS-Stubaf. Karl-Heinz
Theobald. SS-Ustuf. Hoffmann reported on the situ-
ation that day:

The fields and hedgerows of Normandy appeared
gray in the early hours of dawn on July 7. Damp
strips of fog muffled sounds, and bushes limited
visibility. I was already on my way to the com-
mand post of the II and III Battalions. Our regi-
mental command post was located in La Patire.
We were concerned about the I Battalion, which
was far to the right, and whose commander, SS-
Stubaf. Bolte had been killed the previous day.
The I1I Battalion was once again under enemy ar-
tillery fire. Furthermore, it was expected that the
Americans would cross the Vire and the Vire—
Taute Canal and continue their advance. A mes-

during quick briefing, June 13, 1944
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senger from the II Battalion arrived. I was to re-
port to the Rgt. Kdr. immediately. The adjutant,
SS-Hstuf. Wahl was already impatiently waiting
for me. Wahl dryly informed me of my assign-
ment: “A new assignhment — with an oak casket
and swords”. Horstmann ordered the creation of
a Kampfgruppe consisting of 40 men, including
sappers and four Stugs. The task: break through
to Taute via Rougéville with the combat group,
blow up the bridge at the northeastern edge of
the locality, and if lucky - return”. Having suc-
cessfully completed the mission, Hoffmann re-
turned to the regimental command post and
learned tragic news: When [ arrived at the regi-
mental command post, Wahl informed me that
SS-Ostubaf. Horstmann had shot himself, SS-
Ostuf. Baldauf and many commanders had been
killed, nearly the entire III Battalion was lost. It
was bitter news after such a fortunate success. I
left with the convoy for the division headquar-
ters.

When Horstmann committed a suicide Wahl took
over as acting commander and later led a Kampf-
gruppe named after him and leather assumed com-
mand of 8S-Pz.Gren. Rgt. 38 itself. In this situation
he was the driving force behind the resistance in de-



Photo above: Fr.l.t.r: Kdr. of SS-Pz.Gr.Rgt.38, SS-Stubaf. Horst-
mann; the regiment adjutant, SS-Hstuf. Wahl; and SS-Hstuf.
Rettberg, probably in June 1944

Photo to the Right: The photo shows Wahl, who has just been awarded the
Knight's Cross for his actions during the battles in Normandy. Note that he
wore in irregular for Waffen SS Heer “Mouse Grey” wrap.

Wahl depicted in panzer wrap during a short rest during summer 1944




Soldiers from 4 Kp./SS-Pz AA 17 in Metzarea, fall 1944
I

fensive battles along the Carentan-Periers road in the
Saint-André-de-Bohon and Le Moulin sector. Des-
pite heavy attacks from enemy infantry and para-
troopers, he repeatedly organized defensive actions,
inflicting significant losses on the enemy, particu-
larly on July 8-9.

On July 11, following a strong artillery barrage,
the enemy launched an attack at 13:00 with strong
infantry and armored forces against Kampfgruppe
"Wahl." The attack led to a breakthrough and tem-
porarily encircled parts of the battle group in the le
Port and Saint-André-de-Bohon areas. SS-Hstuf.
Wahl, along with only four men and a single ar-
mored vehicle, immediately launched a counterat-
tack, sealed off the enemy penetration, broke
through the enemy lines, and reestablished contact
with the friendly infantry and tank forces fighting in
the Saint-André-de-Bohon sector. The enemy at-
tempted another attack with additional troops, but
Wahl, anticipating their movement, had already set
up an ambush. Using a few grenades, he managed to
repel the assault, forcing the enemy to withdraw
with heavy losses.

It was due to Wahl's bravery and decisive actions
that the enemy breakthrough was halted and sub-
sequently repelled. SS-Staf. Baum submitted Wahl
for the Knight's Cross on July 21, which was awar-
ded to him on August 23, 1944.

“Gotz von Berlichingen” continued fierce battles
in the Carentan—Saint-L6—Coutances area, primar-
ily defending but also periodically launching coun-
terattacks. The intensity of the fighting was reflected
in the massive losses suffered by the unit. For ex-
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ample, in one of the reconnaissance battalion’s com-
panies, the number of soldiers was reduced to just
20. Despite such devastating losses, there was no or-
der to retreat. By the end of July, the division's
strength had been reduced to approximately 8,500
men from its original 17,000.

On July 25, Allies began Operation “Cobra”.
They intended to take Saint-Lo and push to the
southwest towards Coutances and also the south to-
wards Avranches, thereby trapping the LXXXIV
Armee Korps, to which the 17.8S and 2.SS Divi-
sions were part of. General Patton’s 3rd Army broke
through German positions, and the 17.SS Division
narrowly avoided being encircled near Roncey. Ele-
ments of “Das Reich” and “GvB” fiercely resisted,
trying to break away from the enemy. Scattered units
of both divisions regrouped in the Mortain area. In
these combats, the divisions managed to escape en-
circlement, preserve most of their personnel and
equipment, and inflict significant losses on the
Americans. The remnants of the division were sup-
posed to be withdrawn to the rear for rest and rein-
forcements.

However, the situation on the front was changing
rapidly, and the battered units were instead assigned
to take part in Operation “Liittich”, an offensive
aimed at restoring the German position in Nor-
mandy. The Kampfgruppe of the 17.SS Division was
subordinated to “Das Reich” during the advance on
Avranches. Despite heavy losses, the Germans man-
aged to assemble a formidable armored strike force
consisting of 250 tanks and assault artillery, leaving
other sections of the front exposed. The offensive



began on August 6 but soon stalled due to the en-
emy’s overwhelming air superiority. Allied aircraft
relentlessly hunted down the advancing German ar-
mored formations. The attack was ultimately disrup-
ted, and the offensive collapsed due to constant air
strikes and a lack of fuel.

Events were unfolding rapidly. To support the
Americans in the Avranches-Mortain corridor and
to tie down German reserves, Field Marshall Bern-
ard Montgomery developed Operation “Totalize",
which ultimately led to the Germans being trapped
in the Falaise pocket. Wahl at that moment was
tasked with supplying the units located in the sta-
ging area, dissolving and withdrawing unnecessary
supply trains, as well as gathering scattered troops
for the purpose of forming new battle groups. He
assembled a considerable combat force with 70 ar-
mored vehicles, including units from the 1.SS Pz.
Division “LSSAH”, the 2nd and 116th Panzer Divi-
sions, and 10.SS-Pz. Division “Frundsberg”. Fur-
thermore, he incorporated the Kampfgruppe
"Krehnke" and the remnants of the SS-Pz. AA 17, as
well as the Kampfgruppe "Fick." The remnants of
the division were eventually encircled along with
other units in the Falaise Pocket. This force was later
taken over by SS-Staf. Wilhelm Mohnke. Only
about 1,500 men managed to break out, while the
remaining forces were transferred to the Saar-
briicken area for refitting.

On October 1, Wahl took command of SS-Pz.
AA 17 and was promoted to SS-Stubaf. on Novem-
ber 9, 1944. He was awarded the Bronze Tank Com-
bat Badge and the Bronze Close Combat Clasp.

Wahl saw his first battles as the new battalion
Kdr. in defensive engagements northwest of Metz.
The battalion was reinforced with soldiers from SS
support units, remnants of SS-Pz.Gren. Brigade 49
(under SS-Stubaf. Markus Faulhaber), SS-Pz.Gren.
Brigade 51, and graduates of the SS Signal School in
Metz. By that time the most part of the division had
already withdrawn to the eastern bank of the
Moselle River, where it became involved in defensive
fighting for the town of Dornot. It was here that
Wahl would once again demonstrate his leadership
and organizational skills in his role as battalion com-
mander.

SS-AA 17 was covering the retreat of the main di-
vision remnants between October 18 and 22. What
is noteworthy in the document is that Kurt is still
listed as SS-Hstuf., even though he had already been
promoted to SS-Stubaf. on October 1. Having
formed three reconnaissance groups, a reconnais-
sance of the Neuburg-Dornot-Ancy sector was car-
ried out. The task was to find a weak point in the

SS-Staf. Otto Baum during campaign in Normandy,
July 1944

enemy's defense, penetrate the town (Dornot) with
the support of divisional artillery, use engineers to
mine the Neuburg-Gorze road (which, according to
intelligence, was heavily used by enemy transport),
lay mines in gaps in the defensive line, cut all tele-
phone lines, and, most importantly, capture prison-
ers- As a result, three assault groups were formed by
Kurt, which infiltrated the town from the western
outskirts - the least guarded area. The groups were
supported by an engineer platoon. From the bridge-
head on the Moselle River, the groups crossed to the
opposite bank using inflatable boats and began
marching toward Neuburg. The engineers success-
fully completed their mission but encountered an
American reconnaissance patrol, leading to a fire-
fight. Meanwhile, the assault groups infiltrated the
town and destroyed 8-9 houses. In one of the des-
troyed houses, an anti-tank gun was found; in an-
other, a command post of Americans. With the sup-
port of divisional artillery, the groups were able to
retreat in an organized manner under enemy ma-
chine-gun fire and reach the crossing point. In the
end, Wahl successfully completed all assigned ob-
jectives, although several men were wounded. They
immediately began the march to Manflingen. It re-
mains unclear from the documents whether any
prisoners were captured.
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$S-Stubaf Fritz Wahl

Division commander Hans Lingner taken while hold-
ing the rank of SS-Hstuf. and just awarded German
Cross in Gold

On November 9, an overwhelming artillery bar-
rage was launched along the entire front and against
the division’s rear area. More than 2,000 bombs fell
on the Seille section and the forts around Metz. A
broad encircling attack marked the beginning of the
final battle for Lorraine. The retreat movements ini-
tially came to a halt at the end of November, with
the main defensive effort concentrated in the Farre-
bersviller area.

At the beginning of December, due to heavy
losses in Lorraine, the division's manpower had
dropped to 4,000 men with 20 armored vehicles.
Under these circumstances, Adolf Hitler authorized
the unit to abandon its positions around Metz and
withdraw to the Maginot Line, where it was placed
under the command of the 13.SS-Army Corps of
SS-Gruf. Max Simon. The division was retreating to-
ward Saarbriicken. Upon reaching the Westwall, it
was reinforced with Eastern European Volks-
deutsche including in the SS-Pz.Gren. Lehr Rgt.
(under SS-Ostubaf.Vinzenz Kaiser). Regiment based
in Prosetschnitz and was sent to “GvB” to become
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the new SS-Pz.Gren. Rgt. 38. It was an unpleasant
surprise for 17.SS Division to find out how poorly
motivated the Eastern European Volksdeutsche
were. Additionally, the division was allocated a com-
pany of Panther tanks from the 21st Panzer Division
and even several formidable Jagdtiger self-propelled
tank destroyers. On December 6-7, the divisional
KTB mentioned Kampfgruppe “Wahl”, which took
part in holding the division’s positions in the
Sargemiind and Grofblittersdorf areas. The unit
provided defense of the Sargemiind area against en-
emy attempts to cross the Saar River and maintained
close contact with Kampfgruppe “Fick” and Kampf-
gruppe “Habel”. Wahl’s command post was in Blies-
ransbach. His Kampfgruppe operated independ-
ently in the event of enemy breakthroughs, repelling
American attacks and launching counterattacks. Ele-
ments of the tank battalion were assigned to the
group to resist the enemy’s advance. The division
gradually retreated south and southeast.

During the first ten days of 1945, SS-AA 17
suffered heavy losses during Operation “Nord-
Wind”. “GvB”, together with 36th Volksgrenadier
Division, attacked the US 44th and 100th Infantry
Divisions around the town of Rimling. Sixteen pla-
toon leaders were killed in this short period. Unfor-
tunately, the division failed to achieve significant res-
ults or advance far to the west. Attacks did not gain
much ground, possibly because of the extreme
weather conditions during the offensive. Only
Wahl's men managed to achieve some limited suc-
cesses. Despite the small size of his battalion - rein-
forced mostly with unmotivated conscripted soldiers
- it was his unit that achieved significant success,
possibly the most notable among all German units
involved in the operation.

On January 3, 1945, Wahl was ordered to break
through enemy lines and liberate encircled elements
of the S§-Pz.AA 17 and SS-Pz.Gren. Rgt. 38 near
Gros-Réderching. In a swift attack, skillfully using
the terrain, he first penetrated the enemy front at
Gros-Réderching, engaging in close combat with ad-
vancing Sherman tanks. He then advanced into the
village, eliminated enemy forces, and reestablished
contact with the encircled troops. Without delay, he
pressed forward towards Aachen and briefly occu-
pied a section of the city.

On January 6, leading a weakened battalion and
supported by about 30 tanks, he launched a counter-
attack at the frontline near Brandelfingerhof-Ferme.
The SS-Pz.AA 17, deployed as a reserve, reinforced
the position. Under the leadership of SS-Stubaf.
Wahl, a counterattack was immediately launched,
pushing the enemy back from the Brandelfingerhof



Soldiers of SS-Pz.
AA.17 during the fall

of 1944

farm eastward to higher ground. In the process,
three enemy tanks were destroyed, one 7.5 cm anti-
tank gun was eliminated, and two officers along with
43 soldiers were taken prisoner. This successfully
thwarted the enemy's counterattacks in this area.

During the attack on Rimling on the night of
January 7-8, Kampfgruppe entered the town and, in
fierce house-to-house combat, captured half of the
settlement from the resisting enemy. With determin-
ation, he ensured the security of his own flanks and
rear while pushing deep into the enemy-held south-
ern part of Rimling. Kurt was the driving force of
the battle in Rimling—fearless and courageous, he
led his men from the front. On the night of January
7-8, Wahl was wounded in the face and hands by
phosphorus burns. Despite his injury, the attack he
had initiated led to the complete capture of the
town. Under his command, 109 enemy soldiers, in-
cluding 7 officers, were taken prisoner, and 1 tank
along with 2 anti-tank guns were destroyed.

We know about how Wahl was wounded from
the report of the adjutant of I./SS-Pz. Gren. Rgt 38,
SS-Ustuf. Siegert. On January 10, he arrived at the
division's command post in Moronville-Ferme and
reported to SS-Staf. Lingner: "The command post of
Wahl in Rimling took a direct hit, which resulted in
significant losses, as SS-Stubaf. Wahl had just
gathered the command personnel of the reconnais-
sance battalion Pz.Aufkl.Abt.17 for a meeting. Wahl
himself sustained burns to his face and hands and
was already on route to Obersailbach. After a
lengthy conversation, Lingner ordered SS-Hstuf.
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Map of the combat operations of the battalion under the
command of Wahl during Operation “Nordwind”, as a
result of which he was awarded the Oak Leaves to the

Knight's Cross

Miiller immediately went to Moronville-Ferme to
take command of Kampfgruppe “Wahl” in Rimling.
Soon he replaced Kurt who was evacuated and sent
for medical treatment. On the same day SS-Staf.
Lingner was captured by a patrol from the 114th In-
fantry Rgt. when his car overturned on the slippery
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SS-Standartenfiihrer Giinther Anhalt

roads. The driver was shot on the spot; Lingner and
his staff were brought to the US lines where they
were interrogated.

On January 11, 1945, Wahl was nominated for
the Oak Leaves to the Knight's Cross (approved by
SS-Gruf. Simon) and was awarded on February 1, as
the 720th soldier of the German Wehrmacht. Hans
Lingner described Kurt as the "soul of the battle" in

Rimlingen. Fearless, determined, and always in good
spirits, he motivated his men by leading from the
front. Judging by the available information, he was
sent to a hospital in Berlin or somewhere near the
capital. While in Berlin, Wahl presented Reich Min-
ister Dr. Joseph Goebbels with a certificate for
1,303,321.60 Reichsmarks, collected by the soldiers
of "Goétz von Berlichingen" to support German
refugees fleeing the advancing Eastern Front.
Goebbels praised the division for its contribution to
supporting displaced compatriots. With this certific-
ate, Wahl presented Dr. Goebbels with a donation
from "Gotz von Berlichingen" in the amount of ap-
proximately 1,300,000 Reichsmarks. In April 1945,
SS-Stubaf. Wahl took part in the final battle for Ber-
lin in SS-Regiment “Anhalt”. It was formed on April
23 by SS-Staf. Giinther Anhalt. The regiment con-
sisted of two battalions, with the command post loc-
ated in the underground section of Potsdamer
Bahnhof. Wahl, who had been in Berlin after med-
ical treatment, was appointed HQ. "Anhalt" regi-
ment, which consisted of two battalions: "Mrugalla"
— named after SS-Hstuf. Thomas Mrugalla — and
"Schifer" — named after SS-Hstuf. Fritz Schifer. An-
halt's command post was located in the bunker of
the Goebbels villa on Hermann-Goring-Strafle,
south of the Brandenburg Gate.

The full assault on central Berlin began on April
25 at 5:30 a.m. with a massive artillery strike from
all guns and an attack by 1,368 aircraft. The center
of Berlin was engulfed in flames. Simultaneously,
units from seven Soviet armies launched concen-
trated attacks. The attackers suffered significant
losses in street combat for every house and barricade.
Despite fierce resistance, the pincers around the city
center were closing. The continuous artillery fire in-
tensified.

On the morning of April 27, Anhalt drove to-
ward the “Mrugalla” battalion on Frankfurter Allee.
Due to the steadily intensifying Soviet artillery bar-
rage, they headed toward Alexanderplatz. Near the
police headquarters, Anhalt ordered the vehicle into
cover and got out with Triebel. Advancing from one
ruined house to the next, they turned into Blumen-
strafle heading east. After covering about half the
length of the street, Giinther Anhalt was fatally
wounded by a shell explosion. He died in the pres-
ence of his adjutant, who was unable to help him.
The Rgt. was renamed in Kampfgruppe “Wahl” by
the name of the new commander.

The main objective of the Soviet soldiers was the
Reichstag, which had symbolic importance. Stalin
personally ordered that the building be captured by
May 1. It was here that Wahl and his soldiers fought



their final battle. In addition to SS troops, the de-
fense included Volkssturm fighters, Kriegsmarine
sailors, and personnel from the Ministry of the In-
terior. On April 29, the assault on the building
began. Hand-to-hand combat erupted for every
staircase and room. Conditions worsened when car-
pets caught fire, and thick smoke filled the rooms,
making visibility impossible and the air unbreath-
able. Wahl’s men fought fiercely for several days.

As May 1 approached, the Germans still refused
to surrender and continued to hold off the advan-
cing Soviet troops. General Perevertkin, who led the
assault, fully understood the consequences of failure
for himself personally and therefore threw in reserve
after reserve, but the time allocated to him for the
assault was running out, while Wahl and his fighters
continued to fight stubbornly. The general ordered
around 60 guns, including tanks, to fire on the
building. Rocket artillery was also brought in. Only
during the fourth assault, with tank support, did the
Soviets manage to reach the entrance stairs of the
Reichstag. But even here they encountered a sur-
prise—a brick wall had been built up, which had to
be broken through with mortars. Many Soviet sol-
diers carried the banners of their units but could not
break through to hoist them on the roof because, in
the darkness, they had to clash with Wahl's men,
who stood their ground to the death. Despite the
resistance, standard-bearers Sergeants Yegorov and
Kantaria eventually managed to raise the flag,
though it happened in the dark. Most of the famous
photographs were taken the following day.

This propaganda act came at a very high cost for
the Red Army. Wahl’s group and the other defenders
of the Reichstag managed to kill over 2,200 Soviet
soldiers. Wahl and his surviving men were captured
by Soviet troops, and soon Marshal Zhukov inter-

Sources:

A3343SS0O (partial Berlin Document Center Collection)

Bernage G. Berlin, 1945

rogated him about his combat actions (we can't
confirm this information, it came from Wahl’s own
words after the war). After his captivity where he re-
mained for many years, Kurt Wahl was able to re-
turn home to his family. He died on December 28,
1988, in Oberndorf am Neckar. Unfortunately we
don’t have information about his life after the war.

Andrii Zubkov
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On 30th September 1944, SS-Brigadefithrer Fritz
Freitag was the highly coveted and much esteemed
Ritterkreuz or ‘Knights Cross’ for the Division’s part
in the battle of Brody. Somewhat unusually, accord-
ing to the Galician Division’s Chief of Staff Wolf-Di-
etrich Heike two Ukrainian civilian bodies associ-
ated with the Division the Military Board, the
Ukrainian Central Committee and the former Gov-
ernor of Galicia Dr. Otto von Wichter who was re-
sponsible for its formation, were notably absent
from the numerous well-wishers. Why was this?

The untried Galician Division was deployed on
the Eastern Front in the Brody region as part of XIII.
Army Corps which was made up of regular Army
formations, in the summer of 1944. It was the only
Waffen-SS unit in the Corps. On the 15 July the first
elements of the Division were unsuccessfully de-
ployed to counter an overwhelming Soviet break-
through of the German frontline which simply
could not be stopped. By 25 July XIII.A.K. had been
surrounded and largely destroyed.

This was the Division’s first ever deployment and
it was committed to action with only two of its au-
thorised 3 battalions in its 3 infantry regiments.
Having been engaged in combat without rest against
vastly unequal odds, plagued by communications
problems, without regular rations and with am-
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munition in short supply, on 19 July some of its
units began to show signs of collapse. The Galician
Division’s Chief of Staff Major Heike noted in his
memoirs “The commanders of the Division’s troop
units were increasingly reporting that their troops
were no longer holding. It was clear that the Ukrain-
ians were not yet mentally up to such heavy combat.
However more could not be expected especially as
numerous German troops also lost their nerve dur-
ing these desperate days.’

At a conference with the Corps and other divi-
sional commanders SS-Brigadefiihrer Freitag re-
ceived the news of these developments with increas-
ing alarm and at this critical moment lost his nerve
and resigned his command. Major Heike wrote ‘In
the evening, when the withdrawal movement was to
begin there were again several breaches in the Corp’s
sector, the most decisive of which was in the Divi-
sion’s area. The situation was extremely serious but
could still be restored by the Division with help of
external support. At this time the Commanding
General [Hauffe] called the Division and asked the
Commander [Freitag] to inform him of the situ-
ation. He reported that he was not in a position to
retain command of the Division as he no longer had
control of the troops. I overheard this conversation
and was deeply shocked by his statement. Freitag



had never discussed this crucial decision with his
closest tactical staff officer beforehand but had made
it completely independently. In my opinion he
made this decision hastily under the influence of a
current crisis and immediately reported it.’

General Hauffe accepted Freitag’s abdication and
called him in for duty with his staff. The Galician
Division was now subordinated to the Knights Cross
holder and very capable commander of the 361st In-
fantry Division, Generalmajor Gerhard Lindemann
who took control over all units in the Galician Divi-
sion’s sector. Under his command he successfully re-
stored the front, prevented the collapse of the de-
fensive line and ultimately allowed some 15,000 sol-
diers trapped in the so-called ‘Brody Pocket’ to break
out. This included Freitag who whom SS-Freiw.-
Sturmmann Mychailo Kormylo who witnessed him
escape, not at the head of a battlegroup like the
other divisional commanders but crawling on his
stomach alone accompanied only by his driver. In
the immediate aftermath of the battle as the surviv-
ors were retreating to the west Freitag met with Dr.
Wichter to whom he gave a grossly biased summary
of the Division’s failure in battle, denigrating the
moral and soldierly fortitude of the Ukrainian sol-
diers in the harshest terms. In August 1944,
Himmler having taken the decision to rebuild the
Galician Division for ‘political considerations,
summoned Freitag for a conference to discuss the
matter whereupon Freitag claimed the Ukrainians
had failed him and recommended the Division be
dissolved and that he be appointed as commander of
a German formation. Himmler dismissed his objec-
tions and once again much to his displeasure, ap-
pointed him as commander based on his previous
experience with the Ukrainians. To mollify him
Himmler awarded him the Knights Cross. To this
end it appears that the commander of the 3rd Panzer
Army Generaloberst Raus was solicited in order to
provide the recommendation. Evidence for this can
be found in the short introductory note in which
Raus seeks to exonerate himself for having had any
part in it, stating that ‘In view of the short period
during which the [14 Galician] Division] was part of
the Ist Panzer Army, it is not possible for me to
make a definite and exhaustive assessment’ [authors
emphasis]. Moreover it contains obvious mistakes
such as the date of that the Division ‘was placed at
the decisive position’ which Raus himself would cer-
tainly have known, as well as repeating the contents
of Freitag’s earlier rabid report submitted in the im-
mediate aftermath of the battle.

Michael James Melnyk




Killed at Kursk — $S-Untersturmfiihrer Rudi Weitzel

These photographs originate from a private memorial album
compiled by Rudi Weitzel's mother affer his death. Rudi, who
was born in Potsdam on January 5, 1920, served as a platoon
commander (Zugfiihrer) in 11./SS-Panzergrenadier-Regiment 2

(LSSAH).

He was killed in action on July 12, 1943, during the II. SS Panzer
Corps’ assault at Prokhorovka - the climax of the Battle of Kursk
and the largest tank battle in history. (Collection Paul Turner)
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The Real Asphalt Soldiers

The Dachau training camp (SS-Ubungslager
Dachau) was a former munitions factory that, under
the terms of the Treaty of Versailles following the
First World War, was to be demolished. In 1934, the
large factory building initially served as accommod-
ation for the so-called “Austrian Legion,” later the SS
Legion, and subsequently the 2nd Battalion of
SS-“Germania.”

Among veterans of SS-Btl. “N” after the war, the
term “Dachau” gradually fell out of use, and they in-

stead referred to their quarters as “Prittlbach” when
speaking about them. Prittlbach itself was the arti-
ficial lake located in the southeastern part of the area
and included, among other facilities, the diving
tower and swimming facilities of the SS-Ubungsla-
ger Dachau.

The company buildings of the later 1st to 4th
Companies SS ‘N’ were converted into regular and,
for that time, modern troop accommodation in

1934 and 1935 with the help of all the men of the

Ernst Deutsch greets Fiithrer Adolf Hitler, while Adolf Ax and l

Reichsfithrer-SS Himmler look on.
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SS Legion. In the summer of 1936, the camp was
vacated by I1./ SS,”D’. The battalion moved into the
new regimental barracks in Munich-Freimann. At
this point in time, the plan had already been con-
ceived at the highest level to relocate a battalion of
the SS-Verfiigungstruppe to the city of the Nazi
Party Rallies, which, in addition to its military train-
ing, would also have to fulfil representative and se-
curity tasks. At the same time as the formation of
this battalion was ordered in the Prittlbach camp,
the construction of the new barracks in Nuremberg-
Langwasser was commissioned. Fate would have it
that the men of the SS ‘N’ battalion never saw their
barracks. Whether these barracks had been planned
by Adolf Hitler himself, or by one of his architects,
is no longer known today. But it is still considered to
be one of the most beautiful and modern military
accommodations in Germany and was occupied by
the American occupying power since 1945, as the
cold war ended and that Germany reunited early in
the 90s the US Tropps left the Baracks in Niirnberg
in 1922. Since 1996, the refurbished barracks have
been the headquarters of the Federal Office for Mi-
gration and Refugees.

When the formation of the Waffen-SS is written
and spoken about today and when the units of the
SS-Verfiigungstruppe are described from a historical
point of view as the parent units of the entire
Waffen-SS, the SS ‘N’ battalion in particular can be
included. As already mentioned in the prehistory, it
was planned at the highest level to station a battalion
of the Waffen-SS in the city of the Reich Party Ral-
lies. Since there was apparently a lack of suitable
troop accommodation in Nuremberg, the battalion
was set up and stationed in the Prittlbach training
camp near Dachau until the new barracks in
Nuremberg-Langwasser were completed. The veter-
ans of the S§-Btl. “Niirnberg” never mentioned that
they actually was stationed at the SS-Ubungslager
Dachau, they preferred to use “Prittlbach” which is
an area of the SS-Ubungslager and the bath that the
SS build at the SS-Ubungslager name was Prittl-
bach. I guess that in the postwar Germany in would-
n’t have been the best to say that the Batallion sta-
tioned at Dachau. In the SS-Ubungslager, ot the SS-
Standort Dachau was direct connected to the KL
Dachau which was located south west of the com-
pound. But SS-Btl. “Niirnberg” never saw any
guard duty at the camp, the only connection they
had with the Camp was that they were stationed at
the same area.

Although there were enough interested parties
for the commander position from the officer cadre

of the old Reichswehr and the police, who had

SS-Hstuf Adolf Ax Kp.Fhr of the 2./SS-Btl.”N”
He was considered the battalion’s finest officer.

transferred to the SS-Verfiigungstruppe, this posi-
tion was given to a relatively young officer of the SS-
V.T. from the Leibstandarte. The deciding factor for
this appointment was the right of nomination,
which at that time was held by SS Group Leader
Sepp Dietrich, leader of the Leibstandarte, and had
been approved by the Reich Chancellor Adolf
Hitler.

The commander of the battalion, SS-Sturmban-
nfithrer Ernst Deutsch, was still young by the stand-
ards of the time. He was the youngest battalion
commander of the SS-Verfugungstruppe, the SS-
TV, and had been Sepp Dietrich's adjutant. He ap-
proached his new task with vigour and drive, well
supported by the company commanders, the pla-
toon leaders and junior officers, as well as the milit-
ary sergeants who, in August and September 1936,
arrived at the training camp in Prittlbach as the per-
manent staff for the new battalion. They all came
from the units that already existed at the time: the
Leibstandarte SS-Adolf Hitler and the SS-Deutsch-

land, SS-Germania and SS-Nachrichtensturmbann
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Aove: The main entrance to the SS-Ubungslager Dachau was
guarded by soldiers from SS-Battalion “Niirnberg”.

To the right: SS-Ustuf Herbert Oeck, served in SS-BtL.”N” as
Platoon leader in the 3./SS-Btl. “N” under the command of SS-
Hstuf Otto Paetsch. Oeck later became Kdr of the SS-Pz.Jg.Abt.5

Unna regiments. With the young battalion com-
mander and his equally young company com-
manders and platoon leaders, all of whom had been
trained at the Junkerschulen Braunschweig and
Bad T6lz, the battalion had an excellent officer
corps at its disposal, imbued with the spirit of this
young force and able to convey this spirit to a
young, enthusiastic team.

When the battalion was formed, this young
team was recruited from all the regions of Germany
at that time. There were Westphalians, Silesians,
East Prussians, Swabians, Berliners, Rhinelanders,
Bavarians, Holsteiners and Saarbriickners. There
were also a few Austrians who had come to Ger-
many before 1938. There was hardly a region or
part of the country that was not represented in this
battalion. It was a good mix of the entire German
people. This good mix was also present in the social
structure. The farmer's son stood next to the
trained merchant, the high school graduate next to
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the craftsman and the industrial worker next to the
miner, just like the son of a nobleman next to the son
of an industrialist. And they were the sons of parents
who, before Adolf Hitler's seizure of power, had been
members of one of the many political parties in Ger-
many, whether right, left or centre.

Despite this amazing and probably unique com-
position, a camaraderie prevailed that passed its test
in the difficult war years in a unique and outstanding
way and continues unabated today, after 50 years.
This phenomenon of a troop is incomprehensible to
most people who have not served, lived, fought and
suffered in this troop themselves. The official forma-
tion date of the SS ‘N’ Battalion is 1 October 1936.
For administrative purposes, the SS ‘N’ Battalion
was subordinate to the SS Regiment ‘Deutschland’
in accordance with the training guidelines of Gen-
eral Command VII in Munich, Major General Wal-

ter von Reichenau.
Guard of Honour

For the soldiers of the SS-Btl. "Niirnberg" it was a
special honour when they were assigned as a guard of
honour at the Feldherrnhalle, at the temples of hon-
our on the Royal Square or at the Brown House. In
addition to standing guard at the "Feldherrenhalle”,
SS-Btl. "Niirnberg" had a few other standing assign-
ments, one of which was to be a guard at the "Brown
House" in Munich. But also to take care of the
guarding of the Munich Reime airport, as well as the
barracks for the SS-Standarte "Deutschland" at Mu-
nich Friemann. An assignment that the veterans of
"Nirnberg" did not talk much about was the assign-
ment to guard the "Blood Banner", the standing
guard was Jakob Grimminger but the unit that fol-
lowed him and was the constant companion at vari-
ous ceremonies was SS-Btl. "Niirnberg", the one
who was always one step behind Grimminger was
SS-Ostuf Franz Six, who himself was a bearer of the
Blood Order.

Structure

The SS-Btl. N was organised as an infantry battalion
with a staff, communications platoon, a music and
marching band, a motor pool, three rifle companies
and a machine-gun company, a pure infantry unit.
Despite the large number of volunteers who
wanted to join the SS-V.T., initially only the 2nd
and 4th companies could be filled up with recruits,
and drilling and weapons, shooting and terrain
training could begin. It would have been possible to
bring the battalion up to its full strength within

SS-Hstuf Franz Six Holder of the
Blood Order, served in SS-Btl.”N” as
Hstuf bei Stab

-
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SS-Ostubaf Ernst Deutsch - the
Batallion Commander from the
beginning to the end, the youngest
Bataillion Kdr in the whole SS-VT
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three to four months if the extremely high demands
made by the personnel at the registration and admis-
sion offices of the SS-V.T. and the examining physi-

cians had not been made.
Service

Some of the more notable operations in which SS
Battalion “Niirnberg” took part included the annex-
ation of Austria in March 1938. However, this oper-
ation was not carried out by “Niirnberg” as a cohes-
ive unit; instead, its companies were dispersed and
attached to SS Regiment “Deutschland.” The only
operation that “Niirnberg” actually conducted as a
unified battalion was the annexation of the Sudeten-
land in the autumn of 1938.

Battalion Reorganisation

On 1 November 1938, SS Battalion “N” was reor-
ganised in accordance with official orders. Up to that
point, the battalion had been a horse-drawn infantry
unit. From then on, drivers and their vehicles be-
came increasingly important, as the unit was instead
designated to become a motorcycle battalion. This
training continued until the spring of 1939, when
the various platoons were finally distributed among
the different companies.

The end of the Battallion

In November 1938, a regimental staff z.b.V. had
been set up in Ellwangen. It was a temporary set-up.
The following were subordinated to this regimental
staff: S§-z.b.V.Bdl. I: the SS-Kradschiitzen- Btl. SS-,
,N’ in Prittlbach and SS-z.b. V. Btl. II: the SS-Krad-

The future Knight’s Cross recipient Walter Kniep,
shown here as a member of the SD, later served as a
platoon leader in 3./SS-Battalion “N”.

The officer corps of SS-Battalion “N” during an
exercise.




schiitzen- Bataillon in Ellwangen. The Krad-
schiitzen-Btl. II was formed from the IV.Btl. in the
SS-Rgt. “Deutschland” stationed in Ellwangen.In
June and July 1939, the units were reorganised once
again. The two motorcycle battalions were reorgan-
ised into new units. The majority of the leaders,
non-commissioned officers and enlisted men of the
former Kradschiitzen-Btl. SS-,,'N’ formed the anti-
tank division of the SS-Verfiigungstruppe.Parts of
the battalion were assigned to the reconnaissance
and anti-aircraft artillery divisions of the SS VT,
while others were transferred to the 1st Artillery Re-
giment of the SS VT, which was being formed in Jii-
terbog, near Berlin, where they were deployed as am-
munition drivers for the 10.5 cm guns. Thus the SS-
N battalion ceased to exist.

“Fiithrernachwuchs”

From 1 January to 14 April 1939, a leadership train-

ing course was held in Ellwangen. This course was

led by Ustuf. Herzig. After completion of the course,

which was also attended by the Btl. SS-,,N’ suitable

men and under-leaders db- course, those who had

passed the course were assigned to the Junker School

in Braunschweig. The training of suitable officer ca-

dets took place in the NCO schools in Braunsch-

weig and Bad Tolz. During the course of the war,

highly decorated troop leaders and NCOs emerged

from the ‘SS-,,N’ battalion. At this point, it should

be noted that outstanding individuals came from the

‘SS-,,N” battalion. Since it is not possible to

list all the former leaders, subleaders and men

of the SS-N battalion who were decorated for

outstanding leadership and great bravery, ref-

erence is made in this context to the book

‘Die  Ritterkreuztriger der Waffen-SS’

(Knights Cross Holders of the Waffen-SS).
Regardless of this, the number of soldiers

who later went on to become officers in the

Waften-SS was remarkably high. Also note-

worthy is the number who subsequently re-

ceived high decorations, such as the Knight’s

Cross or the German Cross in Gold or Silver.

In the course of our research, we have been

able to identify nine soldiers who had previ-

ously served in “Niirnberg” and who were

awarded the Knight's Cross during the

Second World War. In addition, to date we

have identified fourteen men who later re-

ceived the German Cross in Gold. The

sources for this article are SS-Btl. “N” 1936—

1939 — Eine Dokumentation, as well as an as

yet unpublished manuscript on SS Battalion

The future Knight's Cross
Kriigel.
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Heimat 27 is the address in Berlin where SS-
Standarte “Kurt Eggers” had its headquarters
during the war. [ visited the site a few years ago
and also had the opportunity to enter the
building. Behind the main structure there was
once an open field where “Kurt Eggers” main-
tained barracks for enlisted men and non-com-
missioned officers. These no longer exist today.
However, the main building and the barracks
immediately to the right of it are still standing.
The smaller barracks are now part of a kinder-
garten, while the large building houses a pas-
toral mission. The front of the building and the
garden look exactly as they did during the war.
The only feature missing is the flagpole; other-

elmat ;
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wise, everything appears unchanged, even the
hedges are still in place. On the facade of the
building, traces of combat can still be seen in
the form of filled-in bullet holes, which remain
clearly visible.

During my visit, while I was standing outside
taking photographs, some local residents be-
came curious about why I was taking so many
pictures. When I explained the reason, they
were aware that the building had once served
as an SS office, but not which one. They be-
came noticeably more interested when I told
them exactly what kind of SS office it had

been.




For those of you visiting Berlin, I can recommend a
visit to Heimat 27. The street itself is somewhat
difficult to find, as it is a dead end and is now located
in a residential area with many villas and apartment
buildings. As can be seen in the photograph, it was

winter when [ visited, but I intend to return on a
warmer day to try to locate any remaining traces of
the former barracks.

Georg Schwab
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Erich Olboeter

The LSSAH in 1941-1943: Erich Olboeter and

the Reconnaissance Battalion

The LSSAH was transported to the Briinn-Wischau
area in the Reichsprotektorat Bhmen und Mihren
(Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia), in what is
now the Czech Republic, arriving during the first
week of June 1941. Following LSSAH’s outstanding
performance during Operation Marita, Himmler
ordered that it be upgraded to divisional status.

On the morning of 30 June 1941, Erich Olboeter
and his 15th Company crossed the border into Po-
land and the Soviet Union, marking the beginning
of the battle against the ideological enemy for the
Leibstandarte. By 1 July, Olboeter was again listed in
the personnel roster of the Leibstandarte as Kom-
paniechef of the 15th (Heavy) Company.

At the northern entrance to Kurne, a village
northwest of Zhitomir in Ukraine, the commander
of the 13th Company, SS-Hauptsturmfithrer Walter
Hempel (SS-Nr. 23 807), was killed on 13 July. Ol-
boeter was assigned as the new company com-
mander, while command over the 15th Company
passed to SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Jakob Hans Han-
reich (SS-Nr. 10 512).

The war diary recounts: “The LAH is to attack to
the north, striking the enemy’s flank and rear. Dur-
ing the night, the reinforced III Battalion arrived
from its deployment around the bunker line near the
Standarte and began preparations to relieve the re-
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connaissance division. At 1000 hours, the relief was
carried out under heavy enemy fire. On this gray
Sunday morning, the groups advanced in deep
formation through the kilometer-long village of
Kurne, which was under intense artillery fire. The
positions of the reconnaissance division lay about
fifty meters behind the runway, in a row of bushes.
They had repelled several attacks in the previous
days, partly in close combat, as the tall grain fields
favored the approach. The Rollbahn—a key German
Army route—was a prominent target and under
constant fire. SS-Schiitze Tittel (replacement in
Schéllschiitz) from our group was wounded. Rus-
sian reconnaissance planes (Henschel 126) circled
overhead and appeared to control artillery fire with
remarkable accuracy. Our company command post
was located in a homestead to the right, behind us.
There, our chief, Hauptsturmfiithrer Hempel, was
killed by a direct artillery hit. This was a great shock
to our company, which we first had to overcome.
Command was then assumed by Obersturmfiihrer
Erich Olboeter, who had previously led the Heavy
Company (15.1/LSSAH) in the battalion. Hstuf.
Hempel had been our company commander since
20 January 1940. In the Berlin barracks, we experi-
enced this North German officer as tolerant and un-
derstanding, with an open ear for the concerns of his
men, making decisions objectively and thoughtfully.
Under his leadership, the company became a cohes-
ive and presentable unit across various branches of



service and on representative occasions. Apart from
the brief wartime deployment in Greece, his early
death on the first days of the Russian campaign pre-
vented him from proving himself as a frontline
officer and troop leader. We deeply regretted his
early loss.” — Kriegstagebuch Nr.1, 13./1II Btl. —
LSSAH (pp. 119-120)

Erich Olboeter was awarded the Iron Cross 1st
Class on 26 July 1941.0n 21 October 1941,
Hauptsturmfithrer Ludwig Lamprecht (SS-Nr. 31
436), commander of the 2nd Motorcycle Company,
was wounded, and Olboeter replaced him as com-
pany commander. The division’s casualty list stated
that he was wounded by shell fragments, but former
SS-Rottenfithrer Karl Miinter provided a different
account during an interview with researcher Timo

Worst:

Lamprecht, the tactics instructor, had a valet who
always wanted to open doors for him and was
constantly standing on the running board. I told
him to get down there. Lamprecht was too much
of a theoretician. Once, they were lying together
behind a car studying a map. He could not even
attend to himself without the valet. Before
Taganrog, Lamprecht was hit in the cross by a
beam inside a house, and a few days later the valet

was gone as well. The valet knew how to commu-
nicate with the regiment.

SS-Obersturmfiithrer Olboeter left the company at
the end of October and was transferred to the
Aufklirungsabteilung (Reconnaissance Battalion) of
the LSSAH. Hauptsturmfithrer Klaus Dingeldey
(SS-Nr. 272 745) became the new company com-
mander. According to the divisional history, Ol-
boeter was wounded on 26 October 1941 and was
replaced as commander of the 2nd Company by SS-
Obersturmfiihrer Weiser. On 29 October, Olboeter

was wounded again but refused to leave his com-
pany.

Rostov-on-Don, November 1941

General Eberhard von Mackensen’s III Corps, with
the Leibstandarte under his command, began the at-
tack on Rostov-on-Don on 17 November 1941. Fa-
cing temperatures of -30°C, the Aufklirungsab-
teilung advanced along the Sultan-Sali road. Ol-
boeter’s company, with Wawrzinek’s platoon in the
lead, encountered a well-prepared system of defens-
ive positions just outside the town. Roads were heav-
ily mined, and the enemy defended with infantry,
grenades, and artillery. Despite these obstacles,
WawrzineK’s platoon fought forward meter by

Erich Olboeter (wearing an helmet)
among fellow officers



Erich Olhoeter

meter, eventually breaching the defensive positions,
though Wawrzinek was wounded in the left arm by
13 shell fragments.

The 2nd Company (Olboeter) was positioned in
Nizhne-Gnilovskaya, southwest of Rostov-on-Don,
along the railway line connecting the town to Tagan-
rog and located near the banks of the Don River. On
25 November 1941, the positions of the
Aufklirungsabteilung were attacked at 05:20 and
bombarded by Russian artillery. Casualties were ini-
tially light, but out of the gray dawn, waves of
singing and shouting Russian infantry advanced
across the ice of the river. Mines tore large holes in
the ice, forcing gaps in the advancing chain, yet the
mass continued rolling forward like a machine. In
the middle of the river, the first lines were caught in
grenadier crossfire and many were killed, but follow-
ing units climbed over the fallen and pressed the at-
tack. Three complete Soviet divisions—the 31st and
343rd Infantry Divisions and the 70th Cavalry Divi-
sion—attacked the 300 remaining men of the recon-
naissance battalion, spread out along an 8,000-
meter-wide defensive line. Two battalions of the
1151st Rifle Regiment penetrated Olboeter’s com-
pany positions, threatening the entire front. The
177th and 248th Rifle Regiments attacked the cen-

ter of the division sector, nearing a breakthrough.
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Immediate counterattacks repelled the invaders, res-
ulting in six officers and 393 Red Army soldiers cap-
tured, with 310 Russian fatalities in this sector
alone. Prisoner testimony indicated the attack aimed
to cut off Rostov from the west. Wounded gren-
adiers were bandaged and evacuated by truck to
Taganrog.

The Russian assault continued at 16:00 on 27
November, with artillery and rocket support. Super-
ior enemy forces penetrated Olboeter’s positions,
but Hauptsturmfiihrer Erich Olboeter led a coun-
terattack that captured more than 250 prisoners,
despite being wounded by shell fragments and
suffering severe frostbite in both feet. Oberstur-
mfithrer Hermann Weiser temporarily assumed
command of the 2nd Company. Weak Russian units
that breached the Bremer Company’s section at
19:50 were surrounded and eliminated. After receiv-
ing first aid, Olboeter was transported to a field hos-
pital in Taganrog, and three days later moved to the
military hospital 2./606 in Nikolayev, southern
Ukraine, arriving around 4 December 1941. He had
shrapnel in his left thigh, lower left leg, and thorax.
On 18 December, he was transferred by hospital
train to Reserve Lazarett I Lemberg, and continued
on to Germany, arriving at Reserve Lazarett
Hirschberg on New Year’s Eve, 31 December 1941.



Formation of the 12th SS Panzergrenadier Di-
vision “Hitlerjugend”

Olboeter’s return date to the LSSAH is unclear,
but by January 1943, he is listed as Kompaniechef of
the 5th (Heavy) Company of the Aufklirungsab-
teilung. Following the recapture of Kharkiv, a major
reorganization took place: the foundation of a new
SS Corps and a Waffen-SS Division, the 12th SS
Panzergrenadier Division “Hitlerjugend,” would
consist primarily of LSSAH personnel. A large con-
tingent of the Aufklirungsabteilung, including Ol-
boeter, was transferred to Belgium to establish and
train the division.

Olboeter was assigned command of the future
Aufklirungsabteilung 12. With an Aufstellungsstab,
he moved from Beverloo to Turnhout, occupying
the Kazerne Major Blair, formerly the 8th Line of
the Belgian Army. The staff prepared the barracks to

receive over 1,000 recruits for the new Hitlerjugend

Division. The SS Panzer-Nachrichten-Abteilung 12
was also accommodated there. Turnhout and its sur-
roundings became the spearhead and training
ground for the new division. The SS Sanitits-Ab-
teilung 12 was housed in various locations across the
town, while the staff and Divisionkommandeur, SS-
Oberfiihrer Fritz Witt, took residence in several vil-
las and castles in Old Turnhout. The first official
formation of the Aufklirungsabteilung began on 4
September 1943.

To be continued...
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Dr Bruno Wille

Horst Bender, Giinther Reineke, Kurt Mittelstidt,
and Wolfgang Wetzling are notable figures from the
history of the wartime Hauptamt SS-Gericht (Main
Office of the SS Courts), which served as the central
and ministerial jurisdiction for the entire SS-Verfii-
gungstruppe, later Waffen-SS, and Polizei in special
deployment from 17 October 1939 to 29 April
1945.

Another prominent figure associated with this
highly secretive HA SS-Gericht is Dr Bruno Wille, a
former Austrian SS judge. In December 1944, he
visited the notorious SS-Oberfiithrer Dr Oskar Dir-
lewanger, to investigate why he had failed to grant
clemency to deserving probationers from the Polizei,
Waffen-SS and Wehrmacht Heer.

Dr jur. Bruno Adelbert Maria Wille was born on
16 May 1912 in the maritime city of Pola, Austria
(now known as Pula, Istria in Croatia). He was the
son of Mattighofen-born Adelbert Franz Rudolf
Czihdk (1884), a professor at the Bundesrealgym-
nasium Wels, Oberésterreich, who later changed his
name to Wille, and his wife, Anna Maria Leopoldine
(née Zadro), born in 1861 and had Italian ancestry.
Anna and Adelbert married in the coastal city of
Trieste in 1891.

Wille’s education began at a Volksschule in Wels
in 1919. He transitioned to Mittelschule in Wels in
1922 but required hospitalisation in 1924 due to
typhus. After graduating, he studied law at the Uni-
versitit Graz and Leopold-Franzens-Universitit
Innsbruck for a total of eight half-year terms, even-
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tually obtaining his law doctorate on 15 December
1934 from Innsbruck University. Innsbruck Alumni
who went on to serve as senior SS judges included
Dr Walter Dillersberger (1904), Dr Ludwig Duftner
(1909), Ulrich Diimichen (1908), Helmut Fuchs
(1907), Dr Norbert Pohl (1910), Dr Giinther Rei-
necke (1908), Dr Hermann Uhlik (1906) and Dr
Herbert Zolly (1910).

Keen on sporting activities, in the autumn of
1938, Bruno enrolled in the anti-Semitic and na-
tionalist Deutsch-Vélkischen Turnverein Wels. Ac-
cording to Wille’s SS dossier, he holidayed in
Switzerland and Italy.

In 1934, Wille began working as a Rechtsberater
at Kreisamt Innsbruck, where his grateful superiors
arranged his promotion to Regierungsrat. He started
practising as a Rechtsanwalt in the Landesgericht
Wels on 15 January 1935. Interestingly, Dr Franz
von Kocevar (1908) worked as a public prosecutor at
this court in 1938. However, in May 1936, Bruno
and his SS comrades were detained for ten months
due to their membership in an illegal organisation,
the SS. Following the 11 July 1936 agreement
between Adolf Hitler and Chancellor Kurt von
Schuschnigg, the Austrian government ordered the
release of Wille and his SS comrades from detention
with a police warning. Wille found himself unem-
ployed until December 1936, when he secured a po-
sition as a business lawyer in Wels, which he held
until 1938.
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Like many Austrian and German layers, Wille
was radicalised on campus, deciding to join the
Innsbruck Nazi Party on 19 June 1933 and brawled
with the brown shirted Sturmabteilung from
September 1933 until December 1934. After the
war, he claimed no knowledge of his NSDAP mem-
bership number, as noted in his SS personnel file.

In September 1936, Wille transferred his allegi-
ance to the Austrian Allgemeine-SS and joined SS-
Sturm 5. / II. / 37. SS-Standarte (headquartered in
Linz), receiving membership number 309.491. This
formation represented ‘Osterreich-Westgau’, and
covered the regions of Salzburg, Tirol, Vorarlberg,
and Oberésterreich. Wille’s superiors regularly pro-
moted him; to Rottenfiihrer on 20 April 1937, Un-
terscharfithrer on 9 November 1937, and Ober-
scharfiihrer on 30 January 1938.

On 1 April 1938, Wille accepted a Referent (con-
sultant) position with SD-Unterabschnitt Ober-
donau (Linz) for a six-month probation under the
oversight of Linz-born SS- Sturmbannfiithrer Heinz
Korb (1911) - Stabsfithrer SS-Abschnitt VIII in
1938. Upon completing his probationary period to
Korb’s satisfaction, Wille worked as a salaried Ab-
teilungsleiter until 15 November 1938. A valued
leader, he earned a promotion to Untersturmfiihrer

(Yad Vashem)

on 11 September 1938. Wille joined the Stab SS-
Abschnitt VIII in Linz on 28 October 1938 and be-
came a part-time member on 10 December 1938 of
the 37. SS-Standarte. He served as Rechtsberater for
this formation from January to March 1939, provid-
ing free assistance as a legal advisor to comrades and
then moved to the 87. SS-Standarte, with its
headquarters in Innsbruck.

Engaged to the daughter of a merchant since 10
April 1938, Wille was married on 11 December
1938 to his fiancé Liselotte ‘Lotte’ Prischnegg (b.
23.2.1920, Marburg). A member of the Bund
Deutscher Midel from December 1932, she was
employed with the Gmunden Deutsche Jungmidel
with the rank of Untergaufiihrerin from May 1938.
The couple had two children until 1947 and lived in
Bad Ischl, Austria.

When World War Two began on 1 September
1939, Wille enlisted for active military service with
the Kriegsmarine military judiciary and eventually
attained the rank of Marineoberkriegsgerichtsrat. In
the armed forces of Nazi Germany, a Kriegsgerichts-
rat was a military jurisdiction official who was ap-
pointed for life, having met the qualifications re-
quired to hold a judicial position.

On 27 March 1940, Wille transferred from the
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Kriegsmarine for military service with the Waffen-
SS. Surviving wartime and post-war records do not
reveal where he deployed or pinpoint when he
joined the HA SS-Gericht as a judge. In the spring
of 1943, Wille’s SS personnel record indicated that
he had the rank of SS-Rottenfiihrer d. Res.

On 1 January 1934, the Nazi regime established
a military jurisdiction to maintain cohesion within
the German armed forces for future battles. This ju-
diciary operated independently of the Allgemeine
Justiz (civil administration of justice) and its judges
conducted trials and enforced strict disciplinary
punishments on undisciplined soldiers. These meas-
ures ranged from fines to imprisonment, based on
the Militar-Strafgesetzbuch fiir das Deutsche Reich,
or MStGB (military penal regulations) and the
Reichsstrafgesetzbuch, or RStGB (national penal le-
gislation).

Reichsfiihrer-SS Heinrich Himmler (1900-45)
foresaw that the SS-VT would be crucial in Adolf
Hitler’s future military operations and fight along-
side the Wehrmacht Heer. To prepare for this, he
and SS-Gruppenfiihrer Paul Scharfe (1876-42), the
Chef des SS-Gericht, the office responsible for co-
ordinating ensuring the balanced implementation of
SS disciplinary regulations, spent much of the
second half of the 1930s advocating for establishing
an SS-und Polizeisondergerichtsbarkeit (special judi-
ciary), which would operate independently of the
existing German civil and military legal framework
during wartime.

Acknowledging that SS men had faced legal re-
percussions following the weakening of the SA in
1934, Adolf Hitler, who shared Heinrich Himmler’s
concerns - particularly regarding the risk of prosecu-
tion for those involved in violent actions against
Europe’s Jewish population - refused to issue an or-
der to establish a distinct SS jurisdiction through a
Fiihrer edict. This decision forced the Reichsfiihrer-
SS and Paul Scharfe to argue his case to the
Akademie fiir Deutsches Recht and the Reichsjus-
tizministerium. At first glance, this decision may
seem unusual. However, Hitler likely intended to
create an SS judiciary that would last beyond the
successful conclusion of the war. After years of nego-
tiations with the Nazi legal authorities, Scharfe
achieved this objective with a ministerial decree an-
nounced on 17 October 1939. In anticipation of an
implementation directive, General Paul Scharfe, es-
tablished the Hauptamtes SS-Gericht in Miinchen
on 1 June 1939 with state funding to cover its costs,
and his staff began organising a system of justice as
the superior legal department responsible for discip-
line and appeals.
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Published on 1 September 1939, the Verordnung
tiber eine Sondergerichtsbarkeit in Strafsachen fiir
Angehorige der SS und fiir Angehérige von Polizeie-
inheiten mit besonderen Aufgaben (Decree Relating
to Special Jurisdiction in Criminal Matters for
Members of the SS and Police Units with Special
Duties) came into force on 17 October 1939. This
edict allowed the HA SS-Gericht to prosecute and
punish disobedient and criminal members of the SS
and Polizei in courts composed of SS judges, apply-
ing what Heinrich Himmler referred to as ‘National
Socialist suitable punishments.” The Council of
Ministers for the Defence of the Reich has decreed
for the territory of the Greater German Reich with
legal force:

§ 1: A Special Judiciary in criminal cases is estab-
lished for 1. the full-time members of the Reichs-
fihrung-SS, 2. the full-time members of the
staffs of those Higher SS and Police Leader whose
command organizations are listed under numbers
3 to 6, 3.the members of the SS-Verfiigung-
struppe, 4. members of the SS Deaths Head
Units including their reinforcements, 5. mem-
bers of SS Cadet Schools, 6. the members of Po-

lice units on special deployment.

§ 2: (1) The persons specified in § 1 Nos. 1 to 5
shall be subject to the Special Judiciary for all
offences to which the Armed Forces Judiciary is
competent. The persons referred to in § 1 Nr. 6
are subject to the Special Judiciary for these
offences only insofar as they are committed in the
area of Special Deployment. (2) The Judiciary of
the Armed Forces Courts remains unaffected.

§ 3: (1) The provisions of the Military Criminal
Code and the Military Criminal Court Code as
well as their introductory laws shall apply corres-
pondingly to this Special Judiciary unless other-
wise provided; in all other respects for non-milit-
ary offences, the general ministers are joined by
the Reichsfiihrer-SS and Chief of the German
Police. He determines the Gerichtsherrn and the
local scope of their jurisdiction.

§ 4: (1) The courts of war shall be replaced by SS
courts and, if the jurisdiction of the courts also
extends to proceedings against members of the
Police units, SS and Police Courts. The Upper
War Court shall be replaced by an SS and Police
Upper Court. (2) Special provisions shall be
made regarding which court is to perform the du-
ties incumbent on the National War Court in



Armed Forces matters.

§ 5: (1) Judicial Military Civil Officials shall be
replaced by SS Justice Leaders who are qualified
to hold the office of judge. They are appointed by
the Fiithrer and National Chancellor and are dir-
ectly subordinate to the Reichsfiihrer-SS in dis-
ciplinary matters. (2) Members of the SS shall be
appointed as lay judges if the proceedings are dir-
ected against an SS member; otherwise, the lay
judges shall be appointed from among the Police.
(3) The post of Certifying Official is replaced by
SS Certification Leader. (4) Further regulations
concerning the legal status of SS Justice Leaders
and SS Certification Leader remain reserved.

§ 6: The regulations of the military penal code
concerning the SS Honour Punishment against
soldiers are not to be applied. They are super-
seded by regulations which include the penalty of
dishonourable discharge and dismissal from the

SS.

§ 7: The Reich Minister of the Interior and the
Reichsfiihrer-SS, each for their respective areas of
responsibility, shall be authorized, in agreement
with the National Minister of Justice and the Na-
tional Minister of Finance, to enact the provi-
sions necessary for §§ 4 and 5 as well as the im-
plementing provisions for this Ordinance. This
edict takes effect on the day of its proclamation.

Berlin, dated 17 October 1939.

Der Vorsitzende fir die Reichsverteidigung
Goring,Generalfeldmarschall Der  Generalbevoll-
michtige fir die Reichsverwaltung Frick Der

Reichsministerund Chef der Reichskanzlei Dr Lam-
mers [...]

Although Adolf Hitler, the leader of the Nazi
Party,and his loyal paladin, Reichsfiihrer-SS Hein-
richHimmler, held little respect for democratic pro-
cessesand the German civil judiciary - often express-
ing disdain for the legal profession - they still re-
quired trained lawyers to serve as judges at both
static and mobile SS tribunals. It wasnt until the
successful conclusion of the Polish campaign on 6
October 1939, and after the publication of a Reichs-
fithrer-SS edict eleven days later, that SS-Gruppen-
fithrer Paul Scharfe received the necessary order to
assign judges to newly established static and mobile
courts-martial.

On 3 March 1939, General Scharfe started
identifying and selecting qualified personnel for the

SS judiciary from Allgemeine SS and SS-VT mem-
bers. He sought ‘young, fresh SS leaders, not over-
aged and senile jurists, whom he deemed a distinct
class of jurists to serve as judges. Although seven
years of peaceful Nazi governance had created a pool
of such candidates, the demands of wartime military
courts and the prohibition against Jews practising
law in Germany limited the availability of qualified
judges for the HA SS-Gericht.

As a result, Scharfe had no choice but to select
jurists based on technical criteria. He ended up ac-
cepting potential judges from the SA, SS-VT, the
armed forces, members of Nazi- sponsored organisa-
tions, and former employees from both state and
private sectors. Initially, Scharfe excluded qualified
lawyers from the Polizei who had not affiliated with
the pre-war Allgemeine SS. Among the 30 active
judges recruited to the HA SS-Gericht in the sum-
mer of 1939, a small group - including Dr Hans
Braufle, Rudolf von Brocke, Rudolf Hoffmann, Wil-
helm Schultz, and Wolfgang Wetzling - had not
sought prior membership in the Allgemeine SS.
Despite this omission, these individuals held senior
leadership positions in the first courts and judged
cases according to Heinrich Himmler’s brand of
Nazi law.

To meet his requirements and ensure the ideolo-
gical reliability of newly recruited judges, potential
candidates gathered at the SS-Fiihrerschule in
Dachau for lectures in early May 1939. SS-
Sturmbannfiihrer Fritz Grau (1890), a Ministerialrat
in the Reichsjustizministerium, was assigned to re-
orient them. Grau emphasised that these candidates
needed to abandon their previous legal training. He
taught them to question everything instead of ac-
cepting information at face value, focusing on the
nuances of military law while stressing the import-
ance of adhering to the Nazi worldview. He also out-
lined the political mission of the SS ethos and en-
couraged the potential judges to see themselves as
educators for leaders and troops. From 5 August
1939, Grau continued this orientation for over eight
days, instructing the potential judges to commit
fully to the future SS jurisdiction.

After the outbreak of the war, the competition to
attract qualified legal personnel intensified. To re-
cruit suitable judges from the SS-VT, Polizei, or the
armed forces, General Scharfe and his senior leaders
offered transfers to their service as active or reserve
judges, regardless of the candidates’ service rank. In
a notable move, the HA SS-Gericht addressed the
shortage of available lawyers by appointing candid-
ates as judges with the service rank of Oberschar-
fuhrer. These individuals performed many of the
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same tasks as senior judges. NCO judges fulfilled
their responsibilities until they completed their pro-
bation period; at this point, the HA SS-Gericht ar-
ranged their promotion to leadership ranks. To com-
plicate matters, the SS-Personalhauptamt (Personnel
Main Office), responsible for overseeing personnel
issues related to all SS members, restricted the num-
ber of qualified lawyers Paul Scharfe could recruit
from the troops as a judge. In addition, the SS-PHA
insisted on a system of reciprocation, requiring the
exchange of fit staff for those who were wounded or
incapacitated. As a result, the general had little
choice but to recruit jurists born outside the 1938
borders, known as Volksdeutsche, as well as military
retirees and Polizei who were members of the Allge-
meine SS before the war.

In mid-1943, during a period of rapid expansion
and recruitment within the SS judiciary, SS- Unter-
scharfiihrer d. Res. Bruno Wille was assigned for his
orientation to the Stab HA SS-Gericht in Miinchen.
Before beginning his practical training with
Neumiinster-born  SS-Sturmbannfiithrer Volkmar
Burmeister (1908) on 1 July 1943, the Chefrichter
at the SS- u.Pol.-Ger. XXIII, Salzburg, Wille’s super-
iors permitted him to take a leave of absence. As was
customary, the HA SS-Gericht granted staff desig-
nated for deployment at the front with Feldgericht
(mobile tribunal) a short leave of absence. Bruno
stayed in Salzburg until he went on home leave on 1
September 1943. The SS-PHA acknowledged
Wille’s qualifications in the SS judiciary by promot-
ing him from SS-Oberscharfiihrer d. Res. to SS-Un-
tersturmfiihrer d. Res. on 9 November, 1943.

In late 1942, the SS-Fithrungshauptamt, which
was the operational headquarters of the Waffen-SS,
issued orders to expand the motorised Begleit-Ba-
taillons Reichsfithrer-SS into the SS-Sturmbrigade
Reichsfiihrer-SS under the leadership of SS-Ober-
sturmbannfithrer Karl Gesele (1912-68), primarily
using ethnic German recruits. Establishing this
fighting formation on 23 February 1943, its troops
trained in Ostpreuflen before moving to the Trup-
peniibungsplatz in Rennes, eventually deploying to
Corsica in mid-1943. When the SS-FHA decided to
expand the SS-Sturmbrigade REF-SS into a divi-
sional-sized force, the formation relocated to the
Italian mainland, and was activated under the com-
mand of SS-Gruppenfiihrer Max Simon (1899-61)
on 3 October 1943.

Recognising the necessity for a Feldgericht for
this new division, the HA SS-Gericht ordered Wille
to Corsica on 3 October 1943 to serve as the deputy
to fellow Austrian Brigaderichter and SS-Hauptstur-
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mfiithrer Dr Alfred Sammer (1906), who had re-
ceived orders to leave the Stab HA SS-Gericht and
establish and take charge of this tribunal on 15 Au-
gust 1943. Wille’s role at this new service post was to
assist Sammer at what the judiciary described as the
SS-Panzergrenadier-Brigade Reichsfiihrer-SS.

On 25 August 1943, SS- Unterscharfithrer und
Beurkundungsunterfithrer Karl-Heinz Treichel left
the SS- u. Pol.-Ger. VIII, Prag, to join Sammer’s
command. Treichel remained with this tribunal un-
til 3 January 1945, when he reported to Fiirth bei
Niirnberg-born SS-Obersturmbannfithrer Werner
Pfau (1910), the Armeerichter for the 6. Panzer-
armee, fighting in the Ardennes. SS-Obersturmban-
nfiithrer Christian Jochum (1911) succeeded Pfau as
Armeerichter on 15 January 1945. On 4 February
1944, Pforzheim-born jurist SS-Unterscharfiihrer d.
Res. Arnold Mau (1921) left the chancellery of the
SS- u. Pol.-Ger. XVI, Riga, for the Feldgericht of the
16. SS-Panzer-Grenadier Division Reichsfiihrer-SS.
Once the brigade had converted into the 16. SS-
Panzergrenadier-Division RE-SS, Wille became its
Divisionstabsrichter (division staff judge). On 20
April 1944, the personnel office of the HA SS-
Gericht successfully persuaded the SS-PHA to pro-
mote Wille to SS-Obersturmfiihrer d. Res.

In the immediate aftermath of the assassination
attempt on Adolf Hitler on 20 July 1944, at his
headquarters in Ostpreuf8en, Hitler replaced Gener-
aloberst Friedrich Fromm (1888-45) with Heinrich
Himmler as the Oberbefehlshaber der Ersatzheer
(Commander of the Replacement Army). This milit-
ary organisation was responsible for recruiting and
training new troops. In this capacity, Himmler was
accountable for tens of thousands of military con-
victs and tasked with reviewing court judgments and
death sentences against uncommitted officers and
troops within the Ersatzheer and the newly formed
Volks-Grenadier-Divisionen. His authority was fur-
ther expanded on 2 August 1944, when Hitler ap-
pointed Himmler as a Reichsbevollmichtigter
(Reich Plenipotentiary), granting him theresponsib-
ility of reforming the armed forces. Although Adolf
Hitler may have had confidence in Heinrich
Himmler’s ability to manage the legal affairs of the
Ersatzheer, this task proved to be beyond his capab-
ilities.

Overwhelmed by his new responsibilities, the SS
leader appointed SS-Standartenfiihrer Dr Hans
Braufle (1908) as his deputy for Ersatzheer affairs on
16 August 1944. The war’s end was just days away
when Adolf Hitler stripped the Reichsfiihrer-SS of
all his responsibilities regarding disciplinary matters
in the Ersatzheer on 27 April 1945 and transferred



these powers back to the Wehrmacht Heer. Recog-
nising the potential of military convicts, Himmler
implemented a policy in the autumn of 1944 that
allowed recruiting Zuchthaus (hard labour) inmates
to serve with SS- Sonderregiment. This policy also
enabled the commutation of death sentences for cer-
tain military felons considered suitable for front-line
duty. After reviewing the records of hard labour and
life-long sentences inmates, Himmler and his judges
selected around 500 individuals to fight with the SS-
Sonderregiment in Warsaw, a probation unit led by
the notorious SS-Oberfiithrer Oskar Dirlewanger
(1895-45). The considerable influx of military pa-
roles, along with a continuous flow of volunteers
from concentration camps, enabled Dirlewanger -
who had by then was notorious for assaulting young
girls, committing racially motivated crimes, extort-
ing businesses for protection, and devastating nu-
merous villages in Belorussia - to establish an SS-
Sturmbrigade consisting of two regiments.

What would become the SS-Sonderbrigade Dir-
lewanger was established in the third week of March
1940 to allow convicted German and Austrian
poachers to leave prison and fulfil their military ser-
vice requirements according to the same terms and
conditions as non- German Legionaries. On 15 June
1940, the first group of paroled felons undertook
training as sharpshooters of the newly established
Wilddieb-Kommando Oranienburg (Poacher Com-
mand). By September 1940, this probation unit was
renamed Sonderkommando Dirlewanger. To main-
tain military cohesion and ensure that soldiers fol-
lowed orders, Dirlewanger, actingas a Disziplinar-
vorgesetzte (disciplinary superior), imposed punish-
ments on non-commissioned officers and other
ranks referring to the Diszipliarstraf-und Beschwer-
deordnung der SS (Disciplinary and Complaints
Regulations), or SS-DBO, for offences not covered
by criminal law, following § 16a KStVO - the pun-
ishment guidance for disciplinary superiors. Those
leaders and probationers who committed offences
beyond Dirlewanger’s judicial competence were sub-
ject to prosecution before the nearest SS static
tribunal. After evaluating his misconduct, character,
and past behaviour, the DBO allowed disciplinary
superiors like Dirlewanger to impose punishments
that ranged from reprimands to restrictions on priv-
ileges. The DBO reserved short periods of detention
or more extended imprisonment for probationers
for whom a lesser sentence would have little impact
(which could be served in the Arrestgebiude of KL
Sachsenhausen). In cases of severe disciplinary
breaches - excluding offences for which regulations
prohibited imprisonment - the HA SS-Gericht man-

dated a minimum sentence of one month of Gefing-
nis (prison) for offenders or a period of detention
lasting no longer than two to three weeks.

In the latter half of 1942, the Reichsfiihrer-SS in-
structed the concentration camp commandants to
offer prisoners the chance to volunteer for frontline
service with the Sonderregiment in Belorussia. As
commander of this unit of criminal parolees, Dirle-
wanger was solely responsible for the disciplinary
punishment of men recruited from the concentra-
tion camps. In July 1943, Heinrich Himmler began
selecting disgraced SS leaders for parole to join this
formation and encouraged his courts-martial to con-
vert the Zuchthaus judgements of SS and Polizei
criminals to terms of Gefingnis, allowing these
felons to leave SS-Straflagern and civil goals to un-
dertake frontline service with Oskar Dirlewanger.

In response to the concerns of senior judges of
the HA SS-Gericht that the leadership of the SS-
Sturmbrigade Dirlewanger was effectively failing to
supervise the rehabilitation of probationers from the
Polizei, Waffen-SS, and the Wehrmacht Heer, in
mid-October 1944, the Reichsfithrer-SS Heinrich
Himmler issued orders to SS-Obergruppenfiihrer
Franz Breithaupt (1880-45), the Chef des HA SS-
Gericht, to send a judge to the brigade in Slovakia to
assess the situation and report on his findings. When
it was discovered that the Chefrichter of the SS- u.
Pol.-Ger. XXX. Kopenhagen, Elberfeld-born SS-
Richter und Obersturmbannfithrer Horst Kaminski
(1908), was unavailable for this duty - the preferred
choice of SS-Oberfithrer Oskar Dirlewanger, who
knew the judge from his previous deployment in Be-
lorussia - General Franz Breithaupt ordered Wille in
late November 1944 to audit the Sonderbrigade. He
was not assigned to this formation as its Briga-
derichter.

After the war, Wille recounted how this assign-
ment came about and what he discovered about the

brigade:

I was the second judge with the provost court of
the 16. SS Armoured Infantry Division, when in
November 1944, I received from my superior at
the Hauptamt SS- Gericht the order to transfer
to the Storm Brigade Dirlewanger. Before that, I
only knew this unit from hearsay as being a
poacher rehabilitation battalion, whose only con-
nection with the SS was that the commander
Dirlewanger had been admitted into the troops
of the SS because the brigade was directly under
Himmler personally, but not in his capacity as
Reichsfithrer-SS. I could also not obtain precise
information regarding this outfit from the
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Hauptamt SS-Gericht. Standartenfiihrer Bur-
meister, the head of the probation department,
told me that the Storm Brigade, on special order
by Himmler, also contained, to a limited extent,
convicted SS riflemen on probation and that he
was sending me there to handle the rehabilitation
cases of these riflemen, as up to now cooperation
between the Hauptamt SS-Gericht and Dirle-
wanger could not be achieved in this respect.

I learned from the chief of the Hauptamt SS-
Gericht, SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Breithaupt, that
an SS court, to which I could have attached as SS
judge, did not exist with the Storm Brigade, that
instead, the nearest SS and Police Court was
competent to deal with new cases of SS members
and former SS members. In contrast, for all other
brigade members, the commander SS-Ober-
fuhrer Dirlewanger had supreme authority over
life and death, granted to him by the Reichs-
fithrer in a ‘secret’ order issued as ‘confidential’.
The brigade, as such, therefore, is not subordin-
ated at all to SS and Police Jurisdiction. Since the
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Hauptamt SS-Gericht believed to have cause to
suspect irregularities, I was directed to the bri-
gade to study the legal situation and to persuade
the commander, Dirlewanger, to give up his ab-
solute right over life and death or at least to limit
it to very few of the severest cases, and that he
should request the Reichsfiihrer-SS to establish a
regular provost court at the brigade within the
framework of the SS jurisdiction. The Hauptamt
could not, because of the present order, establish
a provost court on its own, nor did I have any jur-
isdictional or even prosecuting authority in the
described position with the brigade. Considering
the favoured position that Dirlewanger enjoyed
with the Reichsfiihrer-SS, I should act with the

greatest discretion.

Forearmed to carry out his mission with the utmost
caution, Wille arrived at Dirlewanger’s headquarters
on 2 December 1944 in Deviaky, in Western Slov-
akia. This unit of probationers and paroled concen-
tration camp prisoners was finishing an anti-partisan
sweep and preparingto deploy to the frontline at
Ipolysag in Hungary. Upon discovering the atro-
cious state of discipline within the unit, Wille felt
that he could not justify acting slowly and discreetly
in what he described as matters of ‘humanity and
justice.” He recalled: The administration of justice in
the brigade was shocking, and no SS or Police Court
received any submissions of evidential reports. In-
stead, Dirlewanger handled everything himself by
far exceeding his authority over life and death, re-
gardless of whether he dealt with men with or
without previous criminal records, with former con-
centration camp inmates or with members of the
Armed Forces or the SS. There were only two sen-
tences, corporal punishment or death, as command
of the entire unit was built upon whipping. Dirle-
wanger announced the sentences after cursory in-
sufficient investigations and then carried them out
without giving the accused a decent chance to de-
fend himself.

On his third day in Deviaky, Wille encountered
the brigade’s notorious leader, SS-Oberfithrer Oskar
Dirlewanger, and brought what he described as the
‘deplorable conditions’ to his attention. Listening to
Wille’s complaints and suggestions for improve-
ment, Dirlewanger declared his intention to seek au-
thority from Heinrich Himmler to manage all re-
habilitation decisions. These matters were typically
the responsibility of the HA SS-Gericht Ame III.
This office was responsible for supervising SS pris-
ons, handling pardons, rehabilitation issues, and re-
prieves and ensuring the implementation of sen-



tences. Wille later recalled:

The unit was neither its composition nor in its
leadership an SS unit, few wore an SS uniform,
Dirlewanger regulates all matters concerning him
directly with Himmler, or his intimate friend
Gruppenfiihrer Berger, who did everything for
him. The application of justice in the brigade was
shocking, Dirlewanger handles this himself and
responsible for the discipline of the entire unit,
he based this only on beating. When I pointed
Dirlewanger that what happened at the brigade,
he threatened murder, I was then transferred for
reasons of my own personal safety, to another
place.

Wille wrote this after the war about his bruising ex-
perience with Oskar Dirlewanger. Dissatisfied with
Dirlewanger’s response to his findings, Wille took
the opportunity during a visit to SS-Obersturmban-
nfithrer Dr Erich Klahre (1910) at the SS-Gericht
des Deutsch Befehlshabers in der Slowakei
(PrefSburg) to write and submit a critical report to
his superiors. Here, Wille learned that the local HS-
SuPE  SS-Obergruppenfithrer Hermann Hofle
(1911-62), had already complained to the SS leader-
ship regarding Dirlewanger’s behaviour. In January
1945, Wille met with the SS-Richter beim RF-SS,
SS-Oberfiihrer Horst Bender (1905), an East Prus-
sian-born judge, to discuss his findings. In this role,
Bender assisted the Reichsfiihrer-SS in his Gericht-
sherr duties. As high justice of the SS jurisdiction,
Himmler was responsible for determining the legal-
ity of sentences. Horst Bender and his small team of
case workers provided the SS leader with legal opin-
ions to guide him in his decision making,.

During his discussion with Bender, Wille em-
phasised this unique formation’s unusual circum-
stances and the need for changes. Due to threats
made by Dirlewanger during their meeting, which
posed risks to his safety, Wille was not selected to
take charge of the SS- Sonderbrigade tribunal and in
January 1945 returned to his former position at the
RE-SS Feldgericht. On 30 January 1945, Wille’s su-
periors arranged for his promotion to SS-Hauptstur-
mfiihrer d. Res. After reading Wille’s report, Horst
Bender convinced Heinrich Himmler to assign a
judge to the Feldgericht for the SS-Sturmbrigade
and selected Horst Kaminski to restore order within
Dirlewanger’s command. On 15 January 1945, the
HA SS-Gericht ordered the experienced judge Kam-
inski to take command of the Feldgericht of the 36.
Waffen- Grenadier-Division der SS on the Eastern
Front. At that time, this division served as the

primary repository for nearly all military and civilian
convicts accepting front probation, and it absorbed
recruits from the Bewihrungsbataillon, Arbeitsba-
taillon, SS and military gaols, and concentrations
camps. These individuals participated in the desper-
ate final battles to defend the Oder Front.

However, when Kaminski received this news, the
judge decided against leaving his family in Copenha-
gen and avoided accepting the challenging assign-
ment of serving as Divisionsrichter for the 36.
Waffen-Grenadier-Division der SS. As a result of
Kaminski’s intransigence, another senior SS judge
took on this role in late February 1945. Interest-
ingly, despite the activation of a Feldgericht, on 24
April 1945, SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Dr Konrad Mor-
gen (1909-82), Chefrichter of the SS- u. Pol.-Ger.
XV, Bad Warmbriinn, punished the drivers of two
omnibuses from the 36. Waffen-Grenadier-Division
der SS for causing a road traffic accident.

In January 1945, the 16. SS-Panzergrenadier-Di-
vision RF-SS, also known as the Auffrischungs-
gruppe 13. §S-Division and the Erginzungs-Staffel
13. SS-Panzergrenadier- Division - code names used
by the formation to confuse enemy intelligence dur-
ing their movement to Hungary, assembled in the
Nagykanizsa area. On 6 March 1945, Operation
Frithlingserwachen, the German offensive on Lake
Balaton, began - the RF-SS initiated its attack on
Kaposvir from Nagybajom but encountered a stale-
mate against the deeply entrenched Russian defence
system. After advancing just four kilometres and
reaching Kisbajom, the division left the front line
and moved to Marczali. From there, it prepared to
launch an attack along Lake Balaton.

Alfred Sammer remained in charge of the RF-SS
Feldgericht until 1 March 1945, when he received
orders to transfer to the SS- u. Pol.-Ger. VII, Wien,
where he succeeded SS- Sturmbannfiihrer Wilhelm
Schultz (1907) as Chefrichter. The HA SS-Gericht
designated Bruno Wille the RF-SS Divisionsrichter
in Sammer’s absence.

On 9 May 1945, remnants of the 16. SS-Panzer-
grenadier-Division RF-SS surrendered to American
soldiers near Klagenfurt and west of Graz in Austria.

After surviving the war, Wille surrendered to US
Army troops. Detained as a prisoner of war, he was
questioned by the Counter Intelligence Corps of the
US 7th Army at the former Auflenlager Bad Ischl,
Oberosterreich. On 28 June 1946, he prepared a
brief appraisal of the SS-Sturmbrigade Dirlewanger
for the Nuremberg Tribunal. The Austrian authorit-
ies prosecuted Bruno Wille on suspicion of high
treason but released him from internment when the
court determined his level of culpability regarding
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war crimes from 1933 to 1938. Once the Bezirk-
shauptmannschaft Gmunden withdrew its objec-
tions, the Prisidentschaftskanzlei approved Wille’s
denazification on 23 November 1948, allowing him
to work as a Rechtsanwalt. He continued working in
this profession until 4 April 1975.

His wife, Lotte, passed away at the age of 70 on
20 April 1989. Four months later, on 28 August
1989, Bruno Wille died and was laid to rest along-
side her in the Stadtfriedhof Bad Ischl.

Primary Sources:

Bundesarchiv R 9361/111/226049.

US NARA BDC, SSO Personalakte: Dr Bruno
Wille; Fiihrerkarte.

Spruchkammerakte - Osterreichischen Staatsarchiv:
Bundesminister fiir Inneres.

Dr Bruno Wille Nuremberg Afhidavit dated 28 June
1946.

Stuart Emmet

III. (germanic) SS-Panzer-Korps, Vol. 2: 1944-1945

This volume chronicles the brutal battles on the East-
ern Front, from the retreat through the Baltic states to
the final, desperate defense of Berlin in 1945. Based on
new sources and decades of veteran interviews, it
offers:
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* The Battle for Berlin: A definitive, detailed chapter T 13 4 e o
on the final collapse. o, -

¢ Lesser-known Units: Rare histories of SS-Pz-Abt
11 "Hermann von Salza", s.SS-Pz-Abt 503, and
the SS-Begleitbatallion Reichsfiihrer-SS.

e Technical Detail: Short biographies, weapon stat-
istics, and previously unpublished photographs.

e Expert Analysis: Essays by leading Scandinavian
military historians.

A monumental reference work for
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For most of us, when SS education is mentioned, we
immediately think of the SS-Junkerschulen in Bad
To6lz and Braunschweig. These schools were cer-
tainly an important part of the various stages of
officer training, which we will discuss shortly.

However, before these schools existed, the first
leadership training held by the SS took place in Mu-
nich, even before Hitler came to power. The SS
placed great importance on the training of its sol-
diers and officers. What were the requirements to at-
tend officer training with the SS? One of the most
important prerequisites was that the candidate had
absolutely no registered convictions. There were a
few exceptions, but usually a candidate’s prior life in
the SS was entirely free of convictions.

The SS also established a new standard in officer
recruitment. For the first time in any country or or-
ganization, even ordinary farm boys or sons of in-
dustrial workers could become officers. Previously,
in the Wehrmacht, only members of the nobility or
upper-class families were considered for officer pos-
itions. This was revolutionary and later influenced
the Wehrmacht to change its own guidelines for
officer eligibility.

One year after Hitler came to power, the SS-
Junkerschule in Bad T6lz opened. This school was
specifically designed to educate officers and set a
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higher standard than other officer schools. Even
after the war, Western Allied officers expressed ad-
miration for the school’s facilities. Although the first
course at T6lz could not use all the buildings, as they
were still under construction, the students were
temporarily housed in a nearby castle. Nevertheless,
the courses conducted before the war were called the
Friedens-Junkerlehrgang, and they lasted for over a
year. The first candidates who arrived in Tolz in
1934 took their officer exams in April 1935.

A year later, the second SS-Junkerschule opened
in Braunschweig. This school was dear to the heart
of the later SS-Obergruppenfithrer Paul Hausser,
who designed and established the school. Although
Braunschweig did not have all the facilities available
in Bad Tolz, the school used other buildings to con-
duct its training. The SS-Junkerschule in Braunsch-
weig was destroyed during a bombing raid in the au-
tumn of 1944. The remaining courses were relo-
cated to other schools, primarily in Posen-Treskau.

With the outbreak of war in 1939, the courses
were shortened, though they continued to be held
as full-year courses between 1940 and 1941. After
this period, the courses were shortened initially to
six months, and in the final years of the war, the
courses lasted just over four months. The remaining
time for students was spent as SS-Standartenober-



junker at a unit to complete their training. Were the
SS-Junkerschulen alone sufficient for training? Ab-
solutely not. The SS invested heavily in various
training courses, some well-known and others less
so. In addition to the Junkerschulen, there was the
Nachrichtenschule der SS in Metz, which trained
officers and non-commissioned officers in signal
troops technology. Graduates of this school were
designated NO  (Nachrichtenofhzier,  Signal
Officer). There was also the Kraftfahrtechnische

Schule der SS in Vienna, which trained officers and

- Fahr and Reiterschule Gottingen
alky

soldiers in vehicle-related roles, including mechan-
ics. This school also trained TFKs (Technische
Fiithrer Kraftfahr, Technical Vehicle Officers). The
SS Administration School, initially located at SS-
Standort Dachau and later moved to SS-Standort
Arolsen in 1944, trained NCOs and officers in ad-
ministrative roles. Later, it also trained officers ex-
clusively, essentially becoming a Junkerschule.
Officers trained here were given the designation IVa,
indicating they were active administrators.




Other less-known schools included the SS Cook-
ing School in Dachau, which trained personnel to
cook for SS soldiers, and the School for Weapons
Technology, also in Dachau, which trained NCOs
and officers in weapons technology. Graduates re-
ceived the designation TFW (Technische Fiihrer
Waffen, Technical Officer for Weapons). In Orani-
enburg, just north of Berlin, there was the SS Inter-
pretation School, where foreign volunteers were
trained as interpreters, and Germans were also

trained to assist during interrogations at the front.
Oranienburg also housed KL Sachsenhausen, the
first concentration camp, where future command-
ants and Schutzhaftlagerfithrer were trained. Addi-
tionally, there was a school for handling dogs.
Non-commissioned officer training was conduc-
ted in schools such as Radolfzell, SS-UFS Lauen-
burg, SS-UFS Lublinitz, SS-UFS Laibach, and SS-
UES Posen-Treskau, which prepared future NCOs
for the SS and Waffen-SS. Before the war, the SS




maintained dedicated Sports Schools in Sternberg
and Treptow. Physical training was central to SS
ideology, and Junkerschule candidates were required
to engage in activities such as boxing, fencing, and
horse riding. Later, more sports schools were estab-
lished, including one in Prague.

Medical training for SS personnel was provided
in Berlin and later moved to Graz in the early 1940s,
becoming the Arztliche Akademie der SS. Even for-
eign doctors had to complete this training to qualify
as SS medical officers. A notable graduate was Dr.
Erwin (Ding) Schiiler, later known for Eugen Ko-
gon’s book on KL Buchenwald.

In addition to these schools, there were Ausb-
ildungs- und Ersatzabteilungen (SS-AuE.Abt.)
across Germany and occupied Europe, responsible
for training Waffen-SS recruits. For example, the SS-
Kradschiitzen AuE.Abt. in Ellwangen trained mo-
torcycle and reconnaissance units, while armored
schools coordinated with army training locations in
Wiinsdorf, Piitlos, Bergen, and Fallingbostel. Pre-
war SS recruit regiments, such as the 14th SS-Toten-
kopf Standard stationed at SS-Standort Weimar-
Buchenwald, also contributed to training,.

In occupied Czechoslovakia, artillery schools ex-
isted in Beneschau and Glatz, a StuG (Stur-
mgeschiitz) and Panzerjiger school in Janowitz, and
a pioneer school in Hradischko. The first pioneer
school was established in Dresden in the mid-1930s.

After the outbreak of war, schools were also estab-
lished for wounded or disabled soldiers, including

those who had lost limbs or vision. The Junkerschule
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SS men in training at the High Mountain School
(Hochgebirgschule).

Below: Officer candidates from one of the Bad To6lz classes
are conducting a field exercise




in Tolz even offered courses for these individuals,
preparing them for officer positions and adminis-
trative roles.

By the end of the war, the demand for officers
had increased dramatically due to losses and the ex-
pansion of the SS. New Junkerschulen were created,
including SS-Junkerschule Prague and Kienschlag,
previously a Panzergrenadier school. Various other
schools across branches were tasked with officer

Gottlob Berger visiting the SS-School in Sennheim.

f.

training to fill these gaps. Plans existed for a Junker-
schule in the Baltic states for Baltic and other foreign
volunteers, but this never materialized due to the
course of the war. Additional schools included the
mounted troop school in Géttingen (SS-Reit- und
Fahrschule Gottingen), mountain schools for SS-
Gebirgsjiger in the Austrian Alps, including the
Hochgebirgschule, and the SS Music School affili-
ated with the Braunschweig Junkerschule.




Tactics course at the SS-
Junkerschule Bad Tolz.

SS training areas were established in Dachau and
other SS-Standort locations, as well as AuE units.
Notable recruitment areas included Debica (for
Scandinavian volunteers) and Sennheim (France)
and Graz.

The SD (Sicherheitsdienst) maintained a school
in Bernau (Brno) for future SD officers, while the
police had a school in Képernick, just outside Ber-
lin.

In conclusion, the SS placed great emphasis on
personnel training. Although the war eventually
forced course durations to shorten, and many re-
cruits received inadequate training, experienced sol-
diers often served as mentors. This article scratches
only the surface, as fully documenting the SS train-
ing system would require several books.

Georg Schwab
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The Holocaust genocide against European Jewry by
the Nazi regime has been and is the subject of in-
depth international research. Less well known are
the extensive efforts carried out over sixty-five years
by German prosecutors, judges and criminal police
officers at the federal agency "Zentrale Stelle” in
Ludwigsburg for the coordination of preliminary in-
vestigations and prosecutions of the mass murderers
behind the Holocaust. A preliminary assessment
shows both successes and failures in the complicated
legal processing of the mass crimes of the Holocaust.

After Adolf Hitler and the National Socialist
Party seized power in Germany on January 30,
1933, the deadly violence of Hitler's dictatorship
against political and ideological opponents escalated
step by step. This occurred on a broad front based on
National Socialism's political, racial, and religious
images of the enemy. To understand the character
and dynamics of National Socialism, we should view
the seizure of power in 1933 not merely as a political
transfer of power but as a socially comprehensive re-
volution of unprecedented radicalism and intensity.

The rapid consolidation of Hitler's regime was
accompanied by a continued centralization of, above
all, the German police and security services, with
their important executive powers. At the same time,
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a legislative and personnel policy alignment in the
Nazi spirit of the state and municipal administra-
tion, including the judiciary and the prosecution
service, took place.

Under Heinrich Himmler's dynamic SS (Schutz-
staffeln), the dreaded concentration camp system
was established and rapidly expanded. In accordance
with the increasingly radicalized anti-Semitic
policies of the Third Reich, the way was gradually
prepared for gas chambers and crematoria in the The
Holocaust of European Jewry. This process was in-
tensified by Hitler's invasion of the Soviet Union on
June 22, 1941. In Hitler's and Himmler's ideolo-
gical world, this campaign was not a normal inter-
state armed conflict but an ideologically motivated
war of race and extermination of an almost apoca-
lyptic nature in which, among other things, the
"Jewish-Bolshevik intelligentsia” was to be elimin-
ated. The mass murder of European Jews by the SS
and other bodies and the planned establishment of a
Greater Germanic Empire in Western and Northern
Europe in combination with a colonial Lebensraum
("living space”) in the east as far as the Urals for the
new racial elite, constituted different sides of the
same coin in Hitler's and Himmler's worldview.

It was this incomprehensible cluster of mass
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Former SS-Obersturmfiihrer Willi Schatz, who was acquitted during the Auschwitz trials
of 1963-1965 due to lack of evidence.

murders, often already camouflaged during the war
years as “anti-partisan operations in the East” or “eu-
thanasia”, that the Allied occupation authorities
after the end of the war and then the judicial author-
ities of the Federal Republic of Germany would be
confronted with. In addition to six million
murdered people of Jewish descent, the Nazis' “Ac-
tion T 4” alone resulted in over 200,000 murdered
disabled German citizens.

The collapse of the Third Reich and its capitula-
tion on 8 May 1945 meant that the remaining Ger-
many was divided into four Allied occupation zones,
which until 1949 were administered by the nominal
victorious powers, the USA, Great Britain, the So-
viet Union and France.

At the same time, the International Military
Tribunal was established in Nuremberg. What was
not realized was that the Nuremberg trials and sev-
eral subsequent Allied trials only skimmed the sur-
face. Many mass crimes committed by the SS so-
called task forces in the East and in the extermina-
tion camps would remain unsolved for decades.

There were several reasons for this. Many Ger-
man archives had been deliberately burned by the
Nazis before the end of the war, destroyed during
Allied bombing raids, or seized by the Soviet NKVD
and the Western Allies. The German legal system
was in shambles; millions of Germans had died in
the war, been imprisoned, or had been expelled from
the eastern German provinces. The immediate post-
war period, die Stunde Null, was dominated by the
German population's struggle to find food, work,
and shelter for their survival. Interest in the Allied
trials in Nuremberg or in bringing their own mass
murderers to justice was almost nonexistent among
the broad masses. The German people's massive re-
pression of any personal guilt for Hitler and

Nazism's throwing of Germany and Europe into a
factual and moral abyss created collective denial
mechanisms that would survive well into the 1960s.
The German historian Volker Ullrich has summar-
ized this phenomenon as follows: "For the immeas-
urable suffering they had inflicted on the peoples of
the conquered and occupied countries, most Ger-
mans could muster no interest and absolutely no
compassion."

The Cold War meant that a large number of
former Nazis, as well as lawyers, doctors, police
officers and even former Gestapo officers who had
been charged with the Holocaust, resumed leading
positions in the administration and the judicial sys-
tem. The government era under Chancellor Konrad
Adenauer from 1949 to 1963 was characterized by
restorative policies and a marked unwillingness to
come to terms with Germany's charged past. The
unexpected West German paradigm shift to more
energetically investigate and prosecute the Third
Reich's mass crimes from the late 1950s was almost
a coincidence. In 1956, the former police chief of
Memel, SS-Oberfiihrer Bernhard Fischer-Schweder,
initiated an employment dispute against the state of
Baden-Wiirttemberg for reinstatement as police
chief. The authorities became suspicious of Fischer-
Schweder when it emerged that he had been living
under a false identity after 1945. A closer investiga-
tion by West German police revealed that during the
initial stages of Germany's attack on the Soviet
Union in late summer 1941, Fischer-Schweder, as
an SS and police officer, had been head of the Ein-
satzkommando Tilsit, one of the mobile murder
commands behind the German Eastern Front which
was directly subordinate to .the RSHA in Berlin and
had strict orders "from the highest" to liquidate en
masse all Jews and the Red Army's political commis-
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The former Head of RSHA IV 4b Adolf Eich
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After reasonable suspicion of mass murder in the
Latvian-Lithuanian border regions in the summer-
autumn of 1941, Bernhard Fischer-Schweder was
arrested and sentenced in 1958 by the Ulm City
Court to ten years in prison. The trial came as a
shock not only to the West German public, but
above all served as an important reminder to the
young Federal Republic's political and legal elite that
a large number of National Socialist mass crimes,
primarily committed in Eastern Europe, had never
been prosecuted and tried.

That realization was a significant factor in the es-
tablishment in 1958 of the federal coordinating spe-
cial authority for the preliminary prosecution of NS
crimes, which was located in the town of Ludwigs-
burg near Stuttgart. The new authority was called
the Zentrale Stelle der Landesjustizverwaltungen,
and its first federal directive was limited to initiating
preliminary investigations into National Socialist
mass crimes committed in places outside the territ-
ory of the Federal Republic. This primarily referred
to the SS Einsatzgruppen in Poland and the Soviet
Union, as well as the concentration and extermina-
tion camps in the east.

The Central Office in Ludwigsburg does not have
the status of a regular prosecutor's office and there-
fore does not have any executive powers such as ar-
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rest and search warrants or to bring charges. Instead,
the authority has an investigative and coordinating
role by systematically inventorying and evaluating
all relevant German and foreign archives froman
evidentiary point of view, as well as identifying vari-
ous Nazi crimes, including perpetrators who are still
alive. Based on the suspects' geographical residence
in the Federal Republic, the Central Office then
hands over its material for more detailed police in-
terrogations and prosecutions to the respective local
German prosecutor's offices.

In 1964, its mandate was extended to also cover
Nazi crimes that occurred on what later became
West German territory. This important addition
made it possible for the so-called desk murderers at
the Third Reich's Berlin-based Reich ministries,
party and SS headquarters, including the all-import-
ant Reich Security Office (RSHA), to be subject to
preliminary investigations by the Zentrale Stelle.
The establishment of this special agency in 1958 was
a significant driving force in significantly increasing
the pace of prosecution of the mass crimes of the
Holocaust.

In addition to the Ulm trial in 1958, another al-
most catalytic event contributed to a West German
realization that something radical had to be done
from the point of view of the rule of law to com-
pensate for previous neglect. It was Israel's spectacu-



lar kidnapping in Argentina in 1960 of the former
SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Adolf Eichmann, one of
the SS's leading desk assassins in the RSHA, who
had fled to South America, with his subsequent
trial, death sentence and execution in Jerusalem.

Prosecutors and criminal investigators at the
Zentrale Stelle have described how the establish-
ment of their authority in Ludwigsburg met with
several negative reactions from both local authorities
and residents. When the former head of Hitler's
Praetorian Guard Leibstandarte in the Waffen-SS,
SS-Oberstgruppenfiihrer (Colonel General) Sepp Di-
etrich, was buried in Ludwigsburg in 1966, nearly
5,000 former SS men attended the ceremony. After-
wards, they were allowed to parade past the Zentrale
Stelle offices and loudly chant: Und euch nehmen
wir einmal auch! ("And we'll get you too
someday!").

A complication in the postwar period was that
several wanted mass murderers lived under false
names both in West Germany and abroad. This was
facilitated by the fact that many German population
registration archives were destroyed during the Al-
lied bombing raids or during the final battles in
1945. Many senior SS officials were provided with
false identity papers by the Reich Security Main
Office before the collapse of the Third Reich in
1945 and were able, especially in South America
and the Middle East, to successfully avoid extradi-
tion to the Federal Republic of Germany. The most
notorious cases have been Walter Rauff (Chile), who
in 1941-42 was responsible in the RSHA for the
construction of the mobile gas vans; the camp doc-
tor in Auschwitz-Birkenau Josef Mengele (Paraguay)
and Eichmann's collaborator Alois Brunner (Syria).

In some cases, it has been possible to extradite
suspects to West Germany for prosecution and trial:
for example, SS lawyer Dr. Gerhard Bohne ("Aktion
T4") from Argentina; camp commander Franz
Stangl from Brazil; concentration camp doctor Dr.
Horst Schumann from Ghana; and the female SS
guard chief at the Majdanek extermination camp,
Hermine Ryan-Braunsteiner from Canada. While
the investigators in Ludwigsburg had relatively easy
access to evidence seized at the end of the war in So-
viet and Polish archives, the Fast German authorit-
ies throughout the GDR's existence consistently re-
fused to hand over important archives of SS origin.
The reason was that the civilian foreign intelligence
service of the East German security police (Stasi)
unscrupulously exploited this material to blackmail
West German citizens accused of spying for the
GDR. After the fall of the Wall and the dissolution
of the GDR in 1989-90, the Zentrale Stelle finally

Franz Stangl
Former Kdr of Treblinka

Walter Rauff
The inventor of the gas waggons

Alois Brunner
Adolf Eichmanns right hand




SS on Trial

gained access to the Stasi's extensive wartime SS
archives.

A long-forgotten complex was the Third Reich's
discrimination and later mass murder of primarily
German and European Roma. The fact that the Al-
lied trials in Nuremberg excluded these crimes was
probably due to the fact that the previous "selection”
of Roma and their deportation in March 1943 to
Auschwitz was not carried out by the Gestapo but by
the Kripo, the German criminal police, where the
deportations and murders of Roma were camou-
flaged as a "police matter".

After partly animated debates in the Bundestag in
the 1960s, the statute of limitations for murder was
suspended and completely abolished in 1979. How-
ever, the statute of limitations had already been set
in 1960 for murders committed before 8 May 1945.
The majority of the suspected perpetrators of the
Holocaust can be divided into two groups. One con-

Archive Research!
N. 1. S.-Jragebogen

(s frams denpomdd smyefilien )

Need documents from the Bundesarchiv for your research?

sists of the often senior officials in the RSHA who
formulated (Befehlsgeber) or at the same level com-
municated (Befehlsmittler) the deportation de-
cisions to the extermination camps. The other group
was the “near-death” perpetrators (tatnahe Tdter): SS
men or police officers in the execution squads; the
personnel of the extermination camps or the drivers
of the mobile gas vans.

End of Part I

Lennart Westberg

Member of the Swedish Military History Commis-
sion. The original of the article "SS on Trial" was
published in the Swedish Journal of Law (Svensk Jur-
isttidning) 2024:11.

Save time and travel costs. We provide a reliable document retrieval and
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1. Farmation, Galscie
el Mormandie

During the autumn, Charles Trang, in collabora-
tion with Pierre Tiquet, released a new book
dealing with the 10th SS Panzer Division
“Frundsberg.” The book covers the division’s his-
tory from its formation in 1943 up to D-Day in
1944. In total, it comprises 415 pages in A4
format and is packed with photographs.

Those of you who are familiar with Charles’s
books know how much detail he manages to fit
into his works. He proceeds thoroughly and
wants the reader who seeks complete under-
standing to have access to all the information
they might need—and this book is no exception.
We learn how each battalion was formed and
who commanded the various units, which is of
great help even to someone like me, who enjoys
digging obsessively into details. When We talked
to Charles he also told us that in this volume you
will find a photo on each Regimental and Batal-
lion Commander, something which have never
been done before.

If I am to voice any criticism at all, it is only that
the book is written in French, which is a draw-
back. Gemini has had to work hard translating
the texts. While I have begun to learn a few

Title: 10. SS-Panzer-Division Frundsberg
Author: Charles Trang & Pierre Tiquet
Publishing Co.: Heimdal

Total Number of pages: 416

Rating: Four EK I of Five possible

French words myself, it is far from sufficient to
read an entire book in French. Fortunately, with
today’s tools, this problem can be resolved fairly
quickly.

That said, the photographs alone make the book
well worth buying, and that leads to my final ver-
dict: Buy it.

It receives four out of five Iron Crosses. Had it
been published in German or English, it would

have earned five Iron Crosses.

Georg Schwab.
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Or. Soaraya Hukiidska

About a year ago, a book on Oskar Dirlewanger
was published in Polish, written by Soraya Kuk-
linska. If my French is limited, my knowledge of
the Polish language is even worse. Fortunately,
the book has since been translated and published
in English by Schiffer Publishing.

The volume runs to 464 pages, and the bio-
graphy of Oskar Dirlewanger is very well written
and highly detailed—at present, in my view, it is
by far the best work on the subject. What truly
sets it apart is that Soraya does not attempt to
portray Dirlewanger as a sexual monster, as post-
war literature so often tends to do. Certainly,
Dirlewanger commanded a penal unit that com-
mitted major war crimes, but attempting to score
points with pseudo-historians by inventing
things that are not historically substantiated is, in
my book, hardly worth the effort. Correct in-
formation should always be presented as such, re-
gardless of how dry or unexciting it may be.

I repeat this point constantly, and you are free to
disagree, but the fact remains that if one were to
believe post-war stories about, for example,
sexual orgies allegedly held at Dirlewanger’s
headquarters in Warsaw in the autumn of 1944,
I can guarantee that, had this come to the atten-
tion of the Reichsfiihrer-SS, he would have dealt
with Dirlewanger swiftly. The SS maintained
very strict standards regarding with whom an SS
man could associate, and not even the well-con-
nected Gottlob Berger would have been able to

Title: Oskar Dirlewanger: The Infamous War
Criminal and His SS Sonderkommando
Author: Soraya Kuklifiska

Publishing Co.: Schiffer

Total Number of pages: 464

Rating: Four EK I of Five possible

save Dirlewanger in such a case. Returning to the
book itself, the biography of Oskar Dirlewanger
is of a very high standard. Unfortunately, Soraya
has made a few errors in her description of the
unit itself. These do not ruin the book, but the
reader should be prepared to double-check cer-
tain facts—not everything, but a few details. The
only thing that has slightly irritated me is the re-
cent flood of books and information about Dir-
lewanger. That said, so far this remains the best
book written about him, and that is a fact.

In any case, major criminals inevitably attract at-
tention, and considering what the SS Sonderregi-
ment did during its existence, it is hardly surpris-
ing that Dirlewanger continues to draw such in-
terest. The book is available from all major book-
sellers worldwide at a price of around €45. Is it
worth reading? Absolutely—if you are interested
in an individual and his history, it unquestion-
ably deserves a place on your bookshelf.

This book also receives four out of five Iron
Crosses. Its strong writing, level of detail, and
generally accurate historical presentation justify
such a high rating. Had the small errors regard-
ing the unit’s history been avoided, it would have
earned five Iron Crosses.

Georg Schwab
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Uniforms of
SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer
Hans Hiigel
9. 33-Panzer-Division
“Wiking”

Gollection J.B.

Hans Fliigel's Hauptsturmfiihrer uniform. This is not an ordinary storeroom uniform, but a tailor-
made piece specifically for Hans Fliigel, as was common practice among officers. According to the

owner, ].B., the decorations were added later; the cap and belt are original and belonged to Fliigel
himself.



-

SS-Hstuf. Hans Fliigel

Born: 13.2.1919 in Arzberg

Died: 1.3.1989 in Naila

Knight Cross — 16.10.1944

German Cross in Gold — 8.121942

Last Command — Kdr of the II./SS-Pz.Rgt.5




CLASSIFIED ADS

SS-Pz.Aufkl.Abt.12 Estonians & Latvians in the Waffen-SS
For a book project about SS-Pz.Aufkl. For a long-term book project, I am
Abt.12, I am seeking information, seeking information, photographs, and
photographs, and documents related to the copies of documents related to Estonians
unit. and Latvians who served in the
Waffen-SS.
Any assistance in documenting its history
would be sincerely appreciated. Any contributions to help document
their history would be greatly
appreciated.
Contact
Jan Willem Stokkers Contact: petter.kjellander@gmail.com

j-w.stokkers.1@kpnmail.nl

Waffen-SS Knight Cross holders. Collector/Historian looking to

purchase /trade scans of Waffen ss
Panzer officers. Wanting portrait, field
and group shots. Top top prices paid.
Contact Tim Willemsen at
willemsen.timothy@gmail.com

Looking for images and personal
documents of SS Knight Cross holders for
my future articles and possible book
project. Always able to support other
historians and exchange scans. Please mail
me: guntir@ukr.net (Andrii Zubkov)

WANTED
Photos on Officers with a
familyname starting on C or D
It’s for our work with
“Fiihrerliste” and s« :
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If you want an classifhied ad in the next issue, send us an email -

info@axishistory.com
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St art Emmet
E-Mail:stuartcpmodels
com .
Int SS-Gericht, SS
Strafvollszuglager.
II‘_:a*fvo szuglag

Al A
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ichae elny

\ E- ails ’.
"{etest: 14.SS-F
'Ukrainian Vo ’e

.CO
Interest: SS-Div.Nordland, II
Germ.SS-Pz.Korps, Swedish
volunteers, Waffen-SS in general
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Andrii Zubkow

Email: guntir@ukr.net

Interest: RK and DKiG Holders of
the Waffen-SS

Unless otherwise stated, all photos
come from our personal archive.

Next planned issue? As o
soon as possible




